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The PREFACE. 
1H O I have taken care 
to advance nothing in 
i this Undertaking, bnt what 
FP can be ſupported by Experi- 
Fu] | ments, made with the greateſt 
exactneſs that could be; yet 
Ido not preſume the new 
a thoughts I have propos'd con- 
7 ns: Cancers, will be ap- 
ſl proved of by every Body: 1 
| know the Power of Prejudice 
and Self-love, when engag'd 
1n the decifion of the Matter; 
and I am not Ignorant what 
a great hazard it is, to dare 
to oppoſe thoſe Opinions that 
| A. 2. have. 
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The PR E FACE. 


have been Univerſally Re- 6 l 


ceiv'd : But what danger ſo- 
ever may ariſe from this un- 
dertaking, Tam of Opinion, 
that ſince I have no other In- 
tentions in my Enquiries, 
than to make ſome Diſcove- 
ries of things uſeful to the 
the Health of Mankind, I 
ought no longer to conceal my 
Obſervations upon Cancers, 
what Searches I have made 
into the Nature. of them, 
and the things have thought 
proper for the Cure of them. 

J therefore offer this Eſſay 
to Publick View, in expecta- 
tion of the Cenſure made 
upon it. I ſhould be well 
fatish'd with thoſe. who out 
of regard to, Truth, would 
Write 
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The PREFACE. 
Write againſt my Opinions, 
and give me thereby an op- 
portunity to Anſwer them, 
and ſo clear up the Matter 
more and more. But as for- 
thoſe who are inur'd to ano-- 
ther Doctrin, and believe 
they ought not to retract, and 
who on the contrary, think 
it to be their Intereſt to diſ- 
ä e ſome ſort of Diviſions 

in the World, I proteſt I ſhall 
not concern my ſelf about 
their Judgement; I ſhall be 
content to let them Solace 
themſelves therewith, and 
Read what they think fit, for 
the Entertainment of the 
Credulous, I ſhall think I have 
Anſwer d them, if I can but 
know how to hold my 


Tongue. 4 


The PREFACE. 
I had. a deſign to have ad- 
ded unto. this: Work, an Hi- 


ſtory of ſome of the Diſeaſes 


of the Eyes, which have not. 
hitherto 4 Deſcrib'd. But 


having conſider'd that ſuch. 
Deſeriptions would appear 
better amonſt what I have. 


projected to. Write concerning, 
the Diſeaſes of the Five Sen- 
ces, I ſhall defer them till: 
that n 
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ENQUIRIES 
INTO THE 


Nature and Cure 


OF 


Cancers. 


C H A P. I. | 
A General Idea of the Knowledge 


of Cancers. 


HE Ancients have declared 
their Sentiments concerni 
the Nature of Cancers with 
ſo much probability, that 
it ſeems there was no farther Diſ- 

nary to be made towards the 
per 


ky of them for many 
Ages, 


(2) 
Ages ; but it having hapned in 


theſe later Times, That in conſe- 
quence of ſeveral Diſcoveries made 


'by the Moderns, they have raiſed 
doubts concerning. the Ancient Do- 
Ctrine, and have thereupon endea- 


voured to eſtabliſh Principles leſs 


unto, they have formed a Syſtem 
agreeable to a Mechanical Expli- 


cation of a great many Diſeaſes; 
and by applying of this Theorem 
to what relates to Cancers, they | 
have been confident the Precepts 


which they Eſtabliſhed. in reſpect 


to the Nature of theſe Maladies, 
were {o conformable to truth, that 
all the Treatiſes which have hither- 
to appear'd upon this Subject, are 


no other than a Series of Repetiti- 


ons, and a New Model of Diſ- 
.courſe ; wherein 'tis eaſier to :dif- 
cern the Labours of a Plagiary ſub- 
jected to the Decifhonsof _— 

| N that 


grounded upon a probability of | 
Conjectures, than the Authority of 
Experiences; in Conformity there- | 


(3) 
than the Original Produftions of 
a Genius making uſe of its own 
Luminaries. 
By this Uniformity of Senti- 
ments, TI urge, That there is 
much more Temerity in my 


deſign of writing concerning Can- 


cers, than there is a Riſque, as an 
Innovator, of not pleaſing all that 
will concern themſelves therein, by 
my Explications, which are contrary 
to their Opinions. This Conſide- 
ration would have been enough to 


ſtifle the particular Thoughts I 


have Entertained of theſe Mala- 


dies, if I were not otherwiſe per- 


ſuaded, that perhaps, my Enqui- 
ries may have another Fate, at 
leaſt· wiſe in the Eſteem of thoſe 


who deſire to penetrate into the 


Myſteries of the Art of Cure, who 
think of it problematically, and 
who being undeceived in reſpect to 
Ideas that were over-favourable 


in reſpe&t to the Knowledge of 
Humane Things, diſcern the pro- 


B 2 digious 


| (4) 
digious diſtance that often happens 
between Likelihood and Truth. | 
This has induced me to believe, 
That if it be not forbidden a Phy- 
ſician ſometime to doubt of the 
Truth of ſome Syſtems, I may ad- 


venture without failing in that reſ- 
pect due to Great Authors, to pro- 


ſe at this time to the Lovers of 
ruth, ſome Enquiries that I have 
made into the Nature and Cure of 


Cancers. 


It's neceſſary for a more exact Ex- | 


poem of my meaning, I ſhould 


ere give an Idea of this ſmall Un- 


dertaking; and obſerve, That the 


Ancients, after a long Train of Ob- 
ſervations, having propoſed to re- 
duce the Art of Phyſick into Prin- 


ciples, have by their Diviſions con- 


founded Cancers with Tumours; 
and have taught us, That they pro- 
ceeded from Melancholy, Atrobi- 


tious and Aduſt Blood, being lead 


thereunto by the external Appearan- 


CH): 
ces of their livid Colour, and 
burning Acrimony. 

Modern Authors alſo, out of a 
regard to their Hardneſs and Livi- 
dity, and Ulcerating Nature, have 
aſſured us by a change of Terms, 
that they proceed from an Acid Fer- 
ment, which by coagulating is ca- 
pable to produce a Germen to in- 
creaſe the ſame, and at laſt to cauſe 
an Ulceration, when this Acidity- 
riſes ſo high as to become of the 
Nature of Aqua fortis. 

This Explication will always ap. 
pear likely to be true to them who 
ſatisfy themſelves only to conſider 
Cancers by their external Chara- 
Cters, and by a Compariſon they 
make of them with certain Mala- 
dies, wherein I do with them ac- 
knowledge a coagulated Acid in the 
Tumours, and a gnawing one in 
the Ulcers for their Cauſe. 

But after having conſidered what 
Cancers are, and unravelled the 
ſubſtance of them; I am not afraid 
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(6) 
to ſay, their Nature does not con- 
ſiſt in a Specifick Character of an 
Humour ſuppoſed to be therein ; 
but in the ſtate from whence at 


that time proceeds the ſolid part of 


the place afflicted, in That which 


ir is in it ſelf during the increaſe 


of it, and Laſtly, in that which 
tis capable of becoming by effects 
neceſſarily conjoyned to the Stru- 
Fure of the Cancerous Maſs. 


But the more fully to explain my 
meaning herein, I 


nothing elſe by a Cancer, but a 


change of the Nervous Glandulous *' 
Parts, and the Lymphatick Veſlels *' 


into an uniform , hard, cloſe, in- 
diſſoluble Subſtance, capable of In- 
creaſing and being Ulcerated; and 
that I acknowledge nothing elſe for 
the Cauſe of this Change, but a 
mere Ceſſation of the Filtrations 
part, which by the loſs of 
its Spring, and the ſinking of the 
Pipes becomes wholly * 


y, that I mean 


$ - 

of increaſe by a Mechanical diſpo- 
fition of the contiguous Parts, 

Hence it follows, That what 
ſeeming reſemblance foever Cancers 
have to Schirrus's, that may degene- 
rate into Cancers ; they are of a quite 
different Nature, by the Structure of 
their Subſtance, which in a Schur- 
rous Humour is ſimply found em- 
barraſſed inthe coagulation of ſome 
Juices in the Cavity of the Pipes, 
which may be reduced to their for- 
mer Uſes; whereas Cancers are 
otherwiſe, which became not ſo any 


* 


otherwiſe than hy a deſtruction of 


the Glandulous Structure, and a new 


Change that will not admit of a 


Reduction to their priſtine State. 
I ſhall add, That the Ulceration 


of Cancers does not depend on a 


corrolive Acid ſuppoſed to be there- 
in; but the gnawing of their Sub- 


ſtance ought not to be attributed 


to the Malignity of ſuch an Agent, 
compared to Arſenic and Agua fortis ; 
and conſequently the Cure of them 

B 4 con- 
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(8) 
conſiſts not in a ſearch for ſpecifick 
Abſorbants, as Men have thought 
it did. 

Our Explanation of this Subje& 
ſhall be plain and conformable to Ex- 
perience : I ſhall attribute the Ulce- 
ration only to thoſe Incidents that 


are conjoyned to the great Increaſe ' 


of Transformed Bodies, that by a 
continual Preſſure or alterations of 
the Blood, that cauſes the lividity 
thereof, makes a Rupture in the 
Skin, which to the Cancer is the 
ſame thing as the Perioſteum is to 
the Bone, and afterwards preſents 
a Cancerous Maſs to the Impreſſions 
of the Air, in the Circumſtances of 
its outercourſe Structure. a 

It will be eaſy to comprehend 
the difficulty of Curing the Ulcers 
of this changed Body, which with 
a ſmall Ulceration in its Subſtance, 
by the ſimple changes of its Nu- 
tritive Juices conveyed to the Ul- 
cerated Part, is capable, as well as 
rotten Teeth, of periſhing of "IS 
AS; | Ince 


(9) 


ſince *tis impoſſible without an era- 
dication of the Maſs of the Cancer, 


and what adheres thereto, to effect 
in that part, where the Ulcerated 
Cancer is, a perfe& ſcar becauſe of 
the diſproportion that 1s between 
the Cancerous Fibres, and the Con- 
___ parts to prevent the uniting 
of them. | 

1 do not doubt but the Indefinite 
propoſitions I have here advanced, 
will at firſt ſight appear to be Para- 
doxes to thoſe who are prepoſſeſs d 
with the probability of the Opinions 


of the Moderns, and perſuaded they 


can think of nothing more confor- 
mable to Truth, than what they 


have writ hereupon. I will here 


ingeniouſly confeſs, that I am be- 
holding for my firſt doubts upon 
this Subject to certain Circumſtan- 
ces I have met with in the Cure of 
a Cancer, and that the ſame was 
pure chance, as you'll hear by 
and by. 502 


B 5 It's 


Cc ro ) 


It's my Buſineſs now to ſet down 


what kind of Method I uſe in this. 


Diſſertation : In order to which, 
FE am to Note, that I ought firſt to 
give an Idea of Cancers, by an ex- 


ternal Deſcription of thoſe Maladies 


in. what part of the Body ſoever they 


are, from the very beginning to the . 


final period of them; then to Ana- 
tomize the Cancerous Maſs, and by 
diſcovering what is found in this 
Subſtance, to determine what Can- 


cers are, what the Cauſes are of 


the Transformation of the Glandu- 
lous parts into that which I call Cax- 


&rous : What the Mechaniſm is of 


of the Growth of this changed Bo- 
dy; How the Pains and livid Co- 
lour found therein, and laſtly the 
Ulceration, are conſequences annex'd. 


to the increaſe of it: And when | 
have Explained! how Sehirruss 


King's-Evil, Pohpus in the Noſe, Sar- 


coma's, or Fleſhy Excreſcences of the 


Body, Epalis or Excreſcences of the 
Gums, Oæena's, Warts,Sores,and Ul- 
; cers 


Ab 
i 


975 8 


Reel 


(n) 


ers ill-handled may degenerate into 


Cancers : Tl conclude with the Sym- 
proms and Cures of the Maladies. 


_— 
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An External Deſcription of Cancers. 


Ancers ſhew themſelves i in ſo 


different a manner, in reſpect 
to the Riſe, Progreſs, and Situa- 
tion of them, that 'tis almoſt im- 
7 to give a juſt Idea of them 
ya mere definition: And there- 
fore without contemning what o- 
ther Authors have done in this kind, 
I think it proper for the better Cha: 
racterizing of the ſ#mse, to ſet them 
forth as 1 Rove obſerved 'them from 
their firſt Formation to the final Pe- 
riod of them: Hereby' you'll ſee, 
that the various Forms of theſe Ma: 
ladies depend upon the different 
Structure of the parts Where they 
grow, that there are Cancets, (as 
you 


(12) 
you ſee) of a round, unequal, livid, 
painful hardneſs, while there are o- 
thers of a hroad Form, without any 
livid Colour, and ſometimes with- 
out pain: Let us begin with the 
Cancer in the Breaſt, 


The Cancer of the Breaſt. 


The Cancer in the Breaſt at its 
firſt appearance looks like a ſmall, 
round Swelling, more or leſs deep 
in the Glandulous Subſtance of this 
part, with little or no pain; and 
when this hardneſs increaſes, the 
pains become ſharper, it's obſerved 
to be uneven, and as the Swelling in- 
crea ſes, it becomes of a livid Colour; 
the Nipples many times ſink in, and 
round about there ariſe hard, une- 
ven, heavy protuberances, which by 
the growth of them at laſt pierce the 
Skin, and diſcover the Cancerous 
Maſs, from whence an Ulceration 
proceeds in its Subſtance, the run- 
ning of a Reddiſh Humour, 1 
11 * 
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(13) 


ken Edges , ſpungy Tops, and 
7 Laſtly, a cadaverous Stench is the 


laſt and utmoſt State of a Cancer in 


the Breaſt. 


Cancer of the Womb. | 
| Tho? this Cancer is not viſible to 


our Eyes, however you may form 


the ſame Idea of it, as that we have 
given of the Cancer in the Breaſt: 
A great many Anatomical Obſer- 
vations. bear a Teſtimony to what 
I fay : Beſides which, there are al- 
ſo other internal Cancers Which ſeiſe 


| on the principal parts of the Body; 


as in the Liver, Spleen, and Kid- 
neys. 2 
As for the Cancers which ariſe 
in the Mouth, and other External 
parts of the Womb, they are like 
unto thoſe, that are generated 
in the internal part of the Cheeks 
and Lips; the eaſineſs you will find 
to apply the Deſcription I have gi- 
ven thereof, will excuſe me from 


doing 


Cu) | 
doing it here, and ſo I ſhall avoid 
Repetitions, by vp. no longer 


upon this Subject. 


Cancer of the Mouth. 


The an of the Mouth are 


particularly diſtinguiſhed by the 


particular Structure of the place 


where they grow. 
Thoſe of the Lips, and the In- 
fides of the Cheeks, begin either 


like a Wart, or a little hard Swel- i 


Eng, more or leſs painful, and is uſu- 


ally ſeen at the end of ſomè excre- | 
tory ſalival Veſſels : This hardneſs. | 


inereaſing, the Skin that covers 
it, becomes ſleek , ſhining, 


and at laſt breaks'; it afterwards ap- 


pearsa hard callous Body, which Ul- 
cerates in the Subſtance of it, and 
b in ſome places, while it rai- 
_ fes it ſelf on the. other ſide into 
Cancerous protuberances, which by | 
alternative Ulcerations in them- 
, ſelves. | 


2 ſome- | 
times livid, with more or leſs pain, 
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ſelves waſte, and at the ſame time, 
produce other callous hardneſſes, in 
the Neighbouring parts, till at 
length the Fleſh and the Bone is 
diſcover'd and conſum' d. 

The Cancer which begins like a 
Wart, uſually appears upon the 
Lips, and Tongue, at the bottom 


Jof which there's a little hard part, 


ſenſibly to be felt, and ſhake it never 
ſo little, Blood will come out, it 


afterwards grows Scaby, inereaſes 


in bulk, both within and without; 
and laſtly, turns to an Uleer in the 


outward part, while the inward 
hardneſs increaſes, which alſo very 


quickly becoming Ulcerated, makes 
an horrible progreſs. 
The Cancers of the Tongue be- 


| gin alſo, either like a Wart, or a 
1 


ttle painful , livid hard capa- 


ble of Ulcerating and Increaſing. 


Cancer of the Noſe. 
The Cancer of the Noſe, either 
grows in the 2 
| that 
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that internally ſupplies this Organ, 
or in the Skin that outwardly covers 


it; theſe laſt are Characteriz'd in 
7 ſame manner as thoſe of the 
in. 


As for thoſe Cancers in the in- 
ward part of the Noſe, I will di- 


vide them into thoſe that begin 
with Symptoms that are Eſſentially 


Cancerous, and ſuch as ſucceeds tlie 
others which have been neglected, or 


ill manag'd. 


The firſt, in their firſt riſe or pro- 1. 
duction, appear ſometimes like a 


Wart, with a painful hardneſs in 


the bottom of them; ſometimes Cal 


ſenſible hardneſs, capable of Increaſe 


they appear with a ſimple, callous, 


and. becoming Ulcerated, caſting 
dout ſuch Protuberances as fill the 


Cavity of the Noſe: They grow and 
themſelves in bulk, ina | 


cxten 
different manner, according to the 


place of their Riſe, and as the Ul- 


cerationcontinues, all the Noſe, and 


the Neighbouring parts thereof are 
Con- 


cer of 
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Conſum'd: The. Griſtles, and the 
Bones Rot away, with an untollera- 


ble ſtench. 
The other Cancers of the Noſe; 
are thoſe which fucceed the Ozens's, 


Jand Polipas's, that have been ne- 
glected or ill us d: Thoſe that ſuc- 
ceed Or⁊ena's, diſcover themſelves 


by the pain and change of the ſides 


Jof the Ulcer into a Callous hardneſs, 
like unto that whereby the Cancer 


of the Noſe, is diſtinguiſh'd in its 


The Polipus becomes a Cancer, 


when its ſoft Subſtance turns hard, 
2 callous ,-livid , with more or leſs - 
pain, and turns to an Ulcer with 
2 the ſame circumſtances, as the Can- 


cer of the Noſe. 
Cancer of the Skin. 
The Cancers of the Skin, appear 


1 — at the firſt riſe of them, like 
2 a {mall 


8 leſs hardneſs in the bottom of them. 


angry Wart, with more or 
Blood 


ka % 
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Blood or a Serous Humour, tainted | 
with Blood, running out of this 
Wart with the leaſt touch, which | 
as it dries makes a kind of a Scab 
that falls off, after which another 
grows: This Wart afterwards Th 
waxes flat, by the waſting away of fat the 
the Fibres that riſe there, and mann 
makes a flat Ulcer, from whence of th 
runs a reddiſh Serous Humour: As Struct 
this Ulcer grows, we obſerv'd fome that i 
{mall white Grains with Tendons Surfac 
therein, which penetrate to the many 
Neighbouring Fleſh: And many Wart: 
times there appears near the Ulcer, in the 
upon the Skin, ſome {mall red Spots, Wart 
over which grow little Scabs, that ward! 
afterwards ſpread, Ulcerate and Wpainit 


by rea 
Exter! 


Join to the main Ulcer it {elf, time 
1 comes 

Cancer of the Ears. this R 

and | 


The Cancers of the Ears have the whicl 
fame marks of diſtinction as thoſe Fcerou: 
of the Fleſh, but with this diffe- Fſome 
rence, that they grow more * dinar; 
1 * | * 


J at their firſt riſe, after a different 
manner, by reafon of the diverſity 
Jof the parts, that compoſe the 
Structure of this Organ, in ſo much 
chat if they attack the outward 
Surface of the Eye-lid, they appear 
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by reaſon of the Subſtance of the 
External part of this Organ. 


Cancer in the Eyes. 
The Cancers of the Eyes appear 


many times at firſt, like angr 


Warts, with more or leſs hardneſs 
in the bottom of them. As this 
Wart increaſes, it raiſes it ſelf out- 


wardly, like a little nervous, hard, 


painful, Lump, that from time to 
time ejects Blood; it afterwards be- 


comes an Vlcer, and conſumes by 


this Riſing, while its bottom grows 
and ſpreads it ſelf upon the Eye: lid, 
vhich by the Ulcerating of the Can- 
Fcerous Maſs, waſts by degrees, or 
ſome times becomes of an extraor- 
dinary thickneſs. | 


If 
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If the Cancer grows 


Cheeks. 


If the Cancer takes its riſe in con- 
junction with, or Succeeds a Prery- | 
gion, or a Skin growing from the 


corner of the Eye, it appears with 


a nervous hardneſs, livid, and ac- | 
company'd with Pains, which in- 
creaſe in proportion to the quantity * 
of its bigneſs in the Sclerotica, or | 
Cornea Membrana ; and by the 
Ulceration of the Cancerous Maſs, : 
thoſe two Tunicks open, and ſo 
make way for Humours to run out 
of the Eye, and afterwards the Ball 
becomes an unſhapen lump, hard, 
full of uneven, lumpiſh Protube- ? 
rances, from whence run continual- 
ly reddiſh Serous Humours, with | 


more or leſs ſharp Pains. 


The Cancer of the Eye has ſome 


times another Courſe, it begins in 
the great corner, and preſently 1 * 
e 


upon the 
inward Surface of the Eye-lids, it 
will have the ſame Symptoms, as 
thoſe in the inward part of the | 
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© WF like a callous hardneſs in the place 
it of the Lachrimal part: As this hard- 
iS JF neſs increaſes, the Skin that covers 
e it peels off; and an Ulcer is Form'd 

in this Cancerous Maſs, which 
1- F ſpreading it ſelf by degrees, gradu- 
ally conſumes the Eye-lids , ob- 
e lique Muſcles, Ball of the Eye, and 
h the right Muſcles : And laſtly, the 
Bones of the Orbita appears, grow 
i- black and rot; during which you 
7 may obſerve on either ſide, ſome 
r ſmall, white, tendinous Strings, of 
„ Which I ſhall ſpeak in the next 
S» Chapter. 


12 — 
CHAP. II. 


As Anatomical Examination of the 
ESE. Cancerous Subſtance, 


| E are beholding to the In- 
duſtry of the ableſt Anato- 
miſts of theſe laſt Ages, for the 
Progreſs of our Knowledge, in 
| the 
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true uſes; and laſtly, made them ob- 


vious to our ſight and feeling: They 
have been helpful to undeceive us in 


reſpect to the likelihood of Truth, 


that is in ſome of the Speculations 


of the Ancients: And if by ſuch an 
Examen of things, we may be in- 
ſtructed in the moſt hidden Mecha- 
nery oſ the Parts, in their Natural 


and Healthy State, we may believe 


that by making uſe of the right 
Method, in reſpect to unſound parts, 
ſome uſeful Diſcoveries may be 
made by theſe ſorts of Obſervations. 

Some Circumſtances that I have 
met with in the Cure of a Cancer, 
the Hiſtory whereof I am about to 
give you, made me reſolve to Ex- 
amine the Subſtance of a Cancer, | 


after anAnatomical way. 


In the Year 1690. eto mea | 
Servant of the Marquis of C—— ? 
ho had anUlcerated, painful hard- F 


neſs 


the Structure of Human Bodies | 
They have laid open the minuteſt 
parts of them, ſearched into their 


neſs, 

hat 
the ſa 
of th 
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lies · Wneſs, in the middle of his Forehea 
teſt that could not be Cured, and ha 
heir the fame Symptoms as the Cancer 
ob- Fof the Skin. I was of opinion to 
hey attempt the Cure by Eſcaroticks, 
Sin and having done fo, and that the 
Scab was fallen off, i Cicarrized the 
Ulcer; ſome time after, there 
pear'd a little hardneſs in the Scar, 
Jof a livid Colour, and painful, 
vhich made me reſolve to apply 
the ſame Remedy as before, and 
having fo done, and in a greater 
degree, when the Scab was gone, 
I thought I had no more to do, 
than to bring the Vlcer to a perfect 
Scar: I began as before with a 
reater Proportion of my Corro- 
ive, and the third day of my Ap- 
7 plication, Neg impatient for the 
Scab to fall off, I ſtir'd it here aud 
there, and held my Probe on the 
middle of the Sore, when J per- 
ceiv'd ſome white Filamems, in the 
pace between the Scab and the 
Fleſn, and I found them by my 

| Probe 


tft, 
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Probe to be hard. I continu'd to ſtir | 
the Scab, then taking hold of it with | 
my ſmall Nippers, and drawing to- | 
wards me, I found it gave way, and 
with it, at the ſame! 
time, thoſe white and hard Fila- 
ments, which put the Man to much 
Pain: They proceeded from ſeve- 
ral places, ſome coming from that | 
part towards the Eye, others from 
the Noſe, while ſome again pro- 
ceeded from above all the Fore-head, ! 

from the Head : When I had got | 


drew alon 


them loſe, I found them to be like 


the Beards or Roots of Onions, or 
Leeks; I did not make any doubt 
perfect Cure: In ſhort a plain 
Plaiſter heaPd the Sore, which be- 

| AI ſenſib! 


of a 


came perfectly well. 

There is nothing in the Circum- 
ſtances of this Cure, that I can in 
the leaſt he proud of; the ſucceſs 
muſt only be attributed to Chance: 


And J confeſs, that this Cancer muſt | 


have Exulcerated ſo more and more, 
That in ſpite of all my Applications, 


. 


the N 
waſte 
it Wa 


fall © 


whic| 
it lucl 
ther, 
purat 
Cance 


I mac 


with 
ments 
Cance 
Acids, 


bliſh'd 
3H wil 
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tir the Man's Jaw muſt have been all 
th waſted by the diſperſed Filaments; 
o- it was my Impatience to ſee the Scab 
nad fall off, that made me ſtir that 
ne © which my Cauſtick had Cancerated; 
la- it luckily fell out, in a time, or ra- 
ch ther, the moment wherein the ſup- 
7e- puration had not yet ſeparated the 
lat Cancerous Filaments from the Scab, 
m but that they were yet faſten'd by a 
-0- F ſufficient Conſiſtence, ſo as that they 
d, F could not be got looſe, without they 
ot ¶ had been at the ſame time pulPd up 
ke by the Roots. 
or As I was pleagd with this Cure 
bt for the good of my Patient, I was 
in alſo mortiffd with the Reflections 
e- FI made upon it, ſeeing I then was 
i ſenſible, I ought to be leſs ſatisfi'd 
n- with my ſelf, concerning the Argu- 
in ments I made about the Nature of 
>{s Cancers, by the Syſtem of Corroſive 
Acids, than the new Doctrin Eſta- 
pliſh'd for the Cauſe of theſe Evils. 
wiſper'd to my ſelf, as I pro- 
poſed the difficulties, what could 
es C theſe 
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theſe Filaments be? Are they the 
Roots of this Malady , that like 
Venemous Plants in the Earth, ſuck 
this Specifick Acid, to the Cancer 
from the Fleſh? But I had preſent- 
ly 1000 Obſervations againſt the 
likelihood of this; and at laſt I be- 
gan to diſcover the uncertainty of 
my Knowledg in this Matter; I 
propoſed to my ſelf, for my better 
Inſtruction, to look upon Cancers as 
a new and unknown Diſtemper to 
this time; and as I was perſwaded 
I might give ſome Light thereunto, 
by Anatomizing the Cancerous Sub- 
ſtance, I Diflected Cancers, and 
for eight Years together made my 
Obſervations upon this Subject; 
—_— this is the Reſult in gene- 
1. That Cancers grow in the 
Glandulous and Nervous Parts, and 
in ſuch places where the Lymphatick 
and Excretory Veſſels are; that they 
are always ſuppoſed to be of the 
fame hard Subſtance, more or leſs 
pain- 
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painful, and capable of an inter- 


nal and external Increaſe and Ul- 
cerati0n. 

2. That this Subſtance is of a 
different Configuration , according 
to the place where the Cancer is: It 
appear'd wholly in the Breaſt, 
Womb, andother principal parts of 

the Body, like a Maſs, or Lump, 
more or leſs in bigneſs: And it 1s 
found by the ſeparating of its parts, 
to be of an uniform Nature, very like 
a tender Horn , penetrated with 
Bloody Veſlels, but yet narrower 
that they were before it had grown 
hard, 

This Subſtance is always found 
in the Cancers of the Skin, Noſe, 
Eyes, and Ears, and other Mem- 
branous Parts, but it appears here 
after a different manner. The ſame 
being uſually at its firſt riſe, like a 
flat and hard Ulcer, or a little 
Wart, whoſe bottom may be felt 
more or leſs hard, whereunto are 
fixed fome Cancerous Filaments, 
B 2 that 
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that Externally appear; when tis 
Exulcerated a little more, like Pins 
Heads, white, hard, lying in the 
Fleſh, they are no other than the 
ends of the Cancerous Filaments, 
which form the Cancer in theſe 
parts; ſo that *twas they which. I 
drew from the Man's Fore- head 
that had the Cancer as afore-men- 
tion d. 

3. That the Subſtance which was 
always found in the Cancer, was 
Eſſentially the very Cancer it ſelf, 
and that the ſame was not formed 
without the deſtruction of the 
Structure of the Glansd, Lymphatick 
and Excretory Veſſels; who loſing 
their reſpective uſes, were no longer 
fit for Filtrations, but Tranſmuted 
one after another, into a compact 
cloſe Maſs, of the Nature of Horn, 
capable of Increaſing, and turn- 
ing to an Ulcer, as I have ſaid be- 
fore. 

4. From hence it conſequently 
follows, that the fungous Excreſcen- 
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cies that are uſually ſeen to accom- 
pany Ulcerated Cancers, are not 
always part of the Cancer: They 
are made of the flefhy Fibres of the 
bared Muſcles which are eat off ; 
their Subſtance is ſoft, has not 
much feeling, and eafily waſted; 
and this 15 not the ſame as the Can- 
cerous Subſtance. 

I ſay thoſe Excreſcencies, do not 
always make a part of the Cancer, 
that we may not confound thoſe 
with them, which are really Can- 


cerous, or contain 'Filaments of this 


Nature within them; and that we 
may take notice of that which ſome 
times appears to be the moſt fright- 
ful thing of any in Ulcerated Can- 
cers, as no difficult part to be 

cured. | 
5. For the Explanation of Mat- 
ters relating to a Cancer, obſerve 
that for the livid Colour, which is 
referred to the Operation of Corro- 
ſive Acids, that ſhall be done here- 
after mechanically, - the Confuſt- 
C3 on 
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on that befalls the Blood Veſſels, in 
the Change and Inereaſe of the Can- 
cerous Maſs, which in ſome places 
become livid, by interupting only 
the Circulation of the Blood. 


——— 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Cauſes of the firſt formation 


of Cancers. 


H E different Succeſſes that 

have been met with in the 
Cures of. Cancers, have divided 
Men in their Opinions, concerning 
the Cauſes of theſe Diſtempers, 
ſome have thought, they were en- 
tirely confin'd to the part affected 
with the Diſtemper ; they having 
obſerv'd that when Cancers have 
Increaſed, Men have continu'd in 


good Caſe; and that after the ſame 


was extirpated or waſted by 
Cauſticks; they afterwards, with- 
out uling any other Remedy, en- 
joy'd perfect Health. Others 


| 
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Others having obſerv'd, that af- 
ter they had attempted the ſame 
Methods of cure, the Cancers re- 
turn'd again, and even with greater 
violence; have been perſwaded that 
theſe forts of means did not reach 
the Cauſe, nor rectify the Blood, by 
a mixture of Corroſive Acids, and 
that conſequently it was in vain to 
expoſe the Patients to the Pains 
cauſed by Eicaroticks, and the Me- 
thods of Extirpation. | 

Some fort of Experiencies, would: 
not have determined Authors, to 
make ſo ſudden and poſitive a deci- 
fion of the Matter, if they had by 
Anatomizing of Cancers, diſcover'd 
they are no other than a Maſs, or 
Filaments of a new .transform'd 
Nature, capable of inward and 
outward Increaſe and Ulceration : 
Let us then ſee what the Cauſe may 
be, and not confound the Cauſes 


of the Transformation, with thoſe 
of the Ulceration. | 


S4 It 
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It was an Obſervation of the An- Th 
cients, that when Women's Cour- |F ye 
ſes were ſtopp'd, they were |} che 
then troubl'd with Cancerous Tu- are 
mours: And they alſo alledg'd, that ca 
when theſe Evacuations were pro- eaſ 
vok' d, the Swellings left them: pag 
From hence they concluded, that pre 
the ſtopping of the Courſe in Wo- rat 
men, was à Cauſe of the Cancer, me 
and the Piles in Men: And they Po 
have endeavour*d to explain this, by an 

ſaying, that the Blood by ſuch like ma 
| ſtoppages, being not purifi'd from the or 
Atrabilious Humour or Acids, rits 
which ſeparate themſelves from it, Ap 
by the regular coming of the Cour- - fy 
ſes or Piles; they diſcharge them- Me 
| ſelves upon ſome one of the Glandu- cor 
lous parts, and by the Specific ſto 
Character of an Acid, are formed rat 
luto a Cancer, or Schirrus that de- to 
enerates into a Cancer. There We 
eems to be much truth in this Ex= ᷑ ſte 
planation. But if it be free for the 
me to ſpeak my thoughts, * ay, by 
| t 
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That tho? Authors do aſſure us, and 
we know by our own experience,that 
the Cancers of the Breaſt and Womb, 
are uſually form'd when Women's 
Courſes are ſuppres'd, yet tis not an 
eaſy thing to prove, that the ſtop- 
page of them as ſuch, is capable to 
produce a Cancer ; or ſhould not we 
rather refer the Cauſe of them with 
more reaſon, to the loſs of the 
Power of the parts, occaſion'd b 

an external or internal Cauſe, whic 

may be attributed to the Weakneſs 
or Impotency of the Animal Spi- 
rits, that at a certain time of our 
Age, or Circumſtances, do leſs vivi- 
ty the Ferments, upon which the 
Monthly Courſes do depend, and 
conſequently, they not only cauſe a 
{ſtoppage of them; but as the Ope- 
ration of theſe Spirits, are common 
to all the Filtrations of the Body, 
we may well believe, that the Di- 
ſtempers which ariſe at the time of 
the ſtoppage, are not always caus'd 
by the ceaſing of the Courſes; but 
C 5 that 
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that they may alſo proceed as conſe- 
quents of a Common Cauſe, which 
may ſtop this Evacuation, and at 
the ſame time in the Colatories or 
Strainers of the Glands, and other 
parts, cauſe Obſtructions, Diſorders, 
and the loſs of the Spring or Power 


 Whereon depends the riſe of Can- 


cers. | 

It may be obſerv'd againſt me, 
that ſome Authors aſſure us, that in 
proveking the Courſes, theſe Swel- 
ings ars heaPd; and that therefore, 
the ſtoppage of them ought to be 
look'd upon as their Cauſes. To 
which I Anſwer, That theſe Tu- 
mours were not Cancers, which as. 
ſuch are indiſſolvable, but Schirrous 
Tumours, and that beſides tis eaſy 
to comprehend, that the ſtoppage 
of the Courſes, and the Schirrous 
Obdurations of the Breaſt, were at 


the ſame time cured by Remedies. 


which Operate upon a Common 
Cauſe, whoſe action in the Womb, 


was to ſtop the Courſes, and in the 


Breaſt, 
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Breaſt, to produce Obſtructions in 
the Glandulous Grains, that make 
up the Subſtance of that part, from 
whence ariſe Scrophulous and Schir- 
rous Tumours, which afterwards- 
degenerate into- Cancers, as I have. 
before Explain'd them. | 
Tho? Iam aſſur'd of what I fay 
here by many Obſervations, yet I do- 
confeſs that Cancers ſome times pro- 
ceed from the ſudden ſtopping of 
the Courſes, at the time of their 
actual running, caus'd by a Fright 
or violent Grief, or by letting Blood 
unſeaſonably, at the time when 
Women have them, upon which a 
—_— ſtoppage of them may 
fuddenly happen, which I have 
found true, in reſpect to a Lady of 
Quality, that upon ſuch an occaſion: 
became afflicted with a Cancer in 
her Womb. | 
But here it is to be obferv*d; that 
if a Cancer proceeds from any ſuch 
ſtoppage, the ſame happens uſually 
in the Womb, I mean in the fame 
place 
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place where the Operation of the 
Ferments that cauſe the Courſes, are 
ſuppres'd : From thence the weak- 
neſs of the Power -of the part, 
and the uſes of ſome Veſſels ap- 
pointed for this Evacuation are 
interrupted ; which is a diſpoſiti- 
on nigh a Kin to the diſordering 
and ſinking of the Pipes, and this I 
have alledg'd as the Cauſe of the 
Forming of Cancers. 

I will not alſo deny, but the 
{ame may proceed, thoꝰ more rare- 
ly, when the Breaſt by the affinity 
it has with the Womb, receives 
Impreſſions capable to occaſion that 
which I have eſtabliſh'd for the 
Cauſe of Cancerous Humours. 

From hence we may infer, That 
moſt Cancers that ariſe in the time 


that the Courſes are ſtopped; have 


one common Cauſe capable to act 
after a different manner, according 
as it relates to the diverſity of parts 
where it Operates; as I have al- 
ready Noted: And we may add 

here- 


wo IE 


(37) 
hereunto, 'That if by reaſon of any 
ſuch ſudden ſtoppage of the Cour- 
ſes there do ariſe Schirrous Tu- 
mours, which degenerate into Can- 
cers, whether the ſame be in the 
Womb or Breaſt, this ſtoppage is 
but an Occaſional Cauſe, capable to 
diſpoſe the Natural ſtate of the Parts 
to receive ſuch alterations, as we ac- 
knowledge to be the true Cauſes of 
Cancers; that is, an actual loſs of 
the power of the Pipes or Paſſages, 
and of the Excretory Veſſels of the 
Glands: Hence follows an inter- 
ruption of their Filtrations, and the 
diſorder of their parts; who then 
having not the ſame proportion in 
order to ſerve the Colatorium, be- 
come wholly of an hard cloſe Sub- 
ſtance, by the ſinking of the Pipes 
that form the Structure of the 
Glands. | 

The Prejudices which are con- 
ceived herein, and proceed from the 
received Opinion of corroſive Acids, 


are not very conſonant to this Ex- 


plication; 


(33). 


plication But I hope the Lovers of 


Truth, and thoſe who ſee with their 


own Eyes, will find ſomething more 


than a likelihood of Fruth in it; 
and that the Reflections they may 


make upon the frequent Riſe of 


Cancers in the Breaſt, by reaſon of 
a Blow, or ſome Bruiſe, will 
make them _ to queſtion the 
Exiſtence of this corroſive Acid, 
which, according to the ree of 
Corroſion ſuppoſed to be therein, 
cannot agree with the Formation of 
this Cancerous hardneſs, ſuch as is 
in the opening of it. 

What Springs beſides could there 
be of fuch an Acid ? They could not 
be in the Blood, ſince uſually Can- 
cers are formed thereof, under the 
Circumſtances of a perfect Health, 
and when the Courſes are regular: 
If you ſhould ſuppoſe the Or 
of this Acid to be in that place where 
fome Lymphatick Humour ſhall be 
extravaſated, that is capable in the 
Effuſion of it to obtain this 3 
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(39) 

of Corroſive Acidity ; this Dif 
courſe will ſatisfy but ſome People, 
and not pleaſe thoſe who know that 
the Extravaſation of the Lympha,. 
by a Blow or Bruife, 1s refolved by 
the ſingle Operation of Nature, and 
that ſuch External Accidents every 
where elſe but in the Breaſt, pro- 
duce no Cancers ; ſo we are to pre- 
ſume they Operate in a different 
manner, as they relate to the parti- 
cular Structure of the Breaſts; which 
being made up of no other than a 
vaſt Number of glandulous Grains. 
appointed for Filtrations , ſu 

in order to the diſcharge of their 
Functions this actual power of their 
Pipes or Channels, which by a Blow 
or Bruiſe may be put fo out of or- 
der, that ſome of theſe glandulous 
Grains being ſunk, they have no 
farther uſe of the Colatorium, and 
become a little hard lump, capable 
of increaſe ; as I have noted in the 
firſt Formation of Cancers. 


The 


(40) 

The Cauſes of the Cancers in the 
Face give Authority to what I fay : 
We learn by a Thouſand Operati- 
ons, that when a Wart has been 
Cut, it has been ſucceeded by a Can- 
cer upon the Skin, Noſe, Ears, Lips, 
Eye-lids, &c. Now this cut Wart 
hath nothing in common with the 
corroſive Acid, ſuch as Aqua fortis 
1s, as ſome have imagined : Theſe 
Cancers are often a little painful, 
very often without any Inflammati- 
on, the Humour that runsout of the 
Ulcer, does not injure nor fret the 
adjacent parts, does not operate up- 
on the Turnſol, as ſimple Ulcers do ; 
theſe Circumſtances do not agree 
with the Operation of an Acid, as 
tis propoſed to us. 

It ſeems to me to be more like un- 
to Truth to offer, That as Warts 
depend upon a rending of ſome Ner- 
vous Fibres from the Skin, and their 
re-union into a ſmall Body capable 
of increaſe ; it happens when this 
Fibrous Excreſcence is out, that you 
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diſcover in the bottom 0! it not on- 
ly the tender Fibres of the Wart ; 
but this at the ſame time occaſions 
the diſordering of ſome Miliary 

land of the Skin, which in the de- 
* of it, becomes afterwards 
a little hard, cloſe lump, capable 
of internal and external increaſe ; 
and at length turns to an Ulcer, 
which are the true Symptoms of 
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CH AP. v. 
Of the Increaſe of Cancers. 


explained the Nature and Cau- 
of the firſt Formation of Can- 
cers, and to have repeated that this 
little hard, cloſe lump was capable 
of increaſe; but now I am to Treat 


I T's not enough for me to have 
8 


| of the ſucceſſive Increaſe of this ſmall 


Swelling; and to ſee if the Idea 1 
give 


, ( 42 . * ; 
ive of it (without ſuppoſin 
— Acid there, hs — 1 
clude) agrees with all thoſe Acci- 
| dents which do accompany the In- 
creaſe of theſe Diſtempers. In or- 
der unto which, I muſt in explain» ' 
ing the progreſs made in the hard- 
nels rela, give a reaſon for the 
pains and livid colour I have obſer- 
ved to be in Cancers. | 
I have already concluded, That | 
the ſmall Swelling which is percep- 
tible to the touch in the Riſe of a 
Cancer on the Breaſt, proceeded 
from no other Cauſe than the diſor- 
dering the Structure of ſome of the 
1 Grains of that Part, which 
y the deſtruction of their power, | 
loſe the uſe of actual Filtrations, 
and are changed by the ſinking of 
the Pipes wholly into an uniform, 
hard Subſtance, penetrated by the 
Blood Veſſels. : f 
15 he Increaſe of this little — 4 . 
nels in the part, is a p ive 
Transformation or 1 * 4 
; er I 


(43) 
let us enter upon the Hidden and 

Mechanical Law of ſuch a Trans- 
formation; and to this end it will be 
proper for us to call to mind the 
parts which compoſe the Breaſt, and 
the diſtribution of the Nerves, Ar- 
teries, and Veins, which by a won- 
derful intermixture make up the 
Structure of the Glands and other 
Excretory Veſſels ; which joyning 
to the paſſages terminate at the 
Breaſt. 

It will be an eaſy matter for us by 
reflecting upon fuch or the like di- 
ſtribution and order of Things, to 
comprehend that this ſmall hardneſs, 
this very Germen of the Cancer 
that no longer retains a Glandulous 
Nature, nor is capable of Filtrati- 
on, will work Alterations in the 
Neighbouring Glands, by an Abſo- 
lute dependence which the one has 

upon the other, for diſcharging their 
- X vſual Functions; theſe ſorts of Alte- 
e rations conſiſt not only in the Com- 
S preſſion that is made by the real in- 
[ ertaſe 
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ſes leſs B 
from whence it comes to paſs that 


that they areinclined to loſe their uſe. | 
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to diſperſe themſelves amongſt the | 
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( 44) 
creaſe of this ſmall cloſe lump upon 
the Neighbouring, Glands; but b7 
engaging the Blood- Veſſels, and the 
Nerves on the firſt Riſe or Forma- 
tion of the Cancer; which with its 
hardneſs — the ſame. This cau- 
ood and Spirits to be con- 
veyed to the Neighbouring Glands, 


their power is deſtroy*d ; and laſt! 


I fay farther, That then it comes to 
paſs, that the Blood-Veſſels and Ner- 


Glands before the change of them, | 


other Glands, aſſume the like con- 
ſiſtence by degrees, which paſſes into 
other Glandulous Grains , their | 
Veſſels, and Pipes or Paſſages which 
terminate at the Nipples : Inſo- 


ome 
triti 
Bod 
Hor 
. 
matt 


lumb of conſiderable Bulk formed, 
that contains no longer therein that 
harmonious diſpoſition of the ſeve- 
ral Pipes or Paſſages for * I 

elr 
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Their Cavity is deſtroy'd, and all 
changed into an hard, cloſe, horn 
Subſtance, penetrated with Bl 
Veſſels. 13114 
The Compariſon I make of it to 
a tender Horn, is not only ſtrength- 
ned by an Anatomical Examinati- 
on thereof, wherein both our Eyes 
and Ears are convinced it is of ſuch a 
Nature; but the ſame is alſo ground- 
ed upon the likelineſs we find 
there is between the growth of this 
Cancerous lump,and that of theNails 
of a Man's Hand, and the Hoofs of 
Animals. In ſhort, if we do but al- 
low that the Nails of a Man's Hand, 
and the Feet of other Animals, areno 
more than the Ends of the Ner- 
vous Fibres and Strings, join'd to- 
ether and hardned, which receive 
omething of the Lymphatick Nu- 
tritive Humour into the cloſed 
Body of the Fibres of the Nails or 
Horn, 1n order to thegrowth there- 
of, we ſhall not diſagree upon the 


matter, ſince the Cancerous lump, 
| is 


(45) 
is form'd no otherwiſe, than by a | 
Reunion and ſinking down of | 
vaſt Number of Nervous Fibres, ! 
and Lymphatick Veſſels (as wellas | 
Horns) that this lump is nouriſh'd | 
in the ſame Manner, and that its 
Fibres finding oppoſition, extend | 
themſelves and grow big ; and that | 
by a gradual Compreſſion of the 
others ops Fo the abſolute Law of 
Nature, which is always uniform 
in its Productions, there is hereby a 
change made in the Contiguous 
Glands, and an Increaſe of the whole 
Maſs, without ſuppoſing any Ope- 
ration of that Corroſive Coagulated | 
Acid, which is nothing elſe but pure 
imagination. 

If we have been able to give the | 
Reaſon of the firſt Formation and 
Increaſe of the Cancer, without 
making uſe of the Hypotheſis of | 
Acids, it will be no leſs eaſy for us 
to give an Explication of the Pains ? 
which do attend it, without having 
recourſe to the ſharp Pungencies of 
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(47) 
the like Corroſives. That we may not 
therefore ſuffer our ſelves to be de- 
luded with the Effects of Pungent 
I Salts, which, for Example, cauſe in the 
Pox bareneſs of Bones, Malignant 
Ulcers, and Pains; Its enough for us 
to call to mind what happens in the 
; 3 of the Glands, by their 
being chang'd into an hard and cloſe 
lump, and to comprehend that in 
ſuch a Trasformation as that, be- 
ſides the extending of ſome Nervous 
Fibres, there is alſo in the Increaſe 
of a Cancer, a Compreſſion more 
than ſufficient to cauſe the Pains, 
which are Felt in the Cancers. 


Proof we have from the Pains in the 
Corns of our Feet, which in the 
Formation of them, as wellas Can- 
cers, are nothing elſe but a chan 

of ſome Miliary Gland of the Skin 
of your 'Toes, and its Excretory 
Veſſels, into a ſmall, hard and 


3 cloſe Maſs, capable of Increaſe, as 
you ke in cutting a Corn. Is it 
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neceſſary upon this occaſion, for the 
xplication of ſharp Pains, | 
to have recourſe to Acids ſince we 
know by Experience, they proceed 
from no other Cauſe, than the nar- | 
rowneſs of our Shoes, and that the 
Pains are gon, as ſoon as the Foot is 


better 


Free? 
We ſhall not for this Cauſe 


common to diſtem 
we ſhould be ſo far from making 


Pains, to be Eſſential to Cancers, | 
that People very often at the begin- 


ning thereof feel none at all. Nay, 
Ile ſay more, If the ſame does Grow 


and Increaſe, without being per- 
ceiv'd, there is no Pain attends it: 
And Avicen ſpeaking of a Cancer, 

| diflinguiſtva be- 


hath before me. 
tween painful 
that are hardly felt. 


If the Operation of the Acid, : 
ſhould be inſiſted on from the livid 


ree, 
That Pain is the Specifick — | 
vidual Character of a Cancer. Its | 
no more than an Accident, that is 
Belides, | 
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Colour that uſually appears in Can- | 
cers, and if it ſhould be objected 


againſt me, that this blacknels can 


proceed from nothing elſe, but the 


gliding in of ſome Acid Tumour 
into the Blood, which by ſuch an 
intermixture becomes black: Pl 
Anſwer, That this Obſervation will 
not do with thoſe who are skilled 1n 
the important ſecrets of Chymiltry. . 
We learn by this Art, That the 
corroſive Acids, by their Operation 
on the Fleſh, cauſe no blackneſs at 
all, but a lively redneſs which at 
terwards becomes white, and that 
there 1s nothing but lixivial Sharps 


ot Acids that cauſe blackneſs, when 


they are about to cauterize any af- 
tected part. But the blackneſs and 
livid colour of Cancers is not of 
this Nature, and the. ſame en- 
dures for many Years, which 
could not be, if the ſame was 
cauſed by the means of a cauteri- 


ing Salt. 
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We muſt in ſearching out the 
:Chuſe hereof by an eaſy and plain 
Explication ſay, That in the actual 
Increaſe of the Cancerous Subſtance, 
the Blood-Veſſels are ſo ſqueezed 
in their places, that the Circulation 
thereof is almoſt interrupted, and 
that the Blood by reaſon of the dif- 
ficulty it had to circulate, begins to 
ſtagnate here and there, and to loſe 
its fluidity ;and laſtly growing more 
thick, it makes the skin which diſ- 


covers the Cancers, to look black 
and blew. | 
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(51) 
CUT. . 
Of the Vlceration f Cancers. 


Here is ſo much likeneſs be- 
tween the Formation and In- 


creaſe of this transformed Subſtance, 


which I call a Cancer, and certain 
Metamorphoſis in the productions 
of Nature, which become ſuch by 


a new diſpoſition of the parts, that 


I hope my Explication of this Sub- 
ject will at leaſt afford ſome reliſh 
to thoſe who prefer Experimen- 
tal Obſervations before meer Argu- 
ments grounded only upon Con- 
jectures. 

That which Lam about to write 
concerning the Ulceration of Can- 
cers, has ſtill reference to the few 
Obſervations that have been alread 
made; and that is, That the Cauſe 
which has produced the Transfor- 
mation of the Glandulous and Ner- 
vous parts into one lump, and capa- 
D 2 ble 
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ble of increaſe, is not the ſame that 
effects the Ulceration : And conſider 
the Atrabile of the Ancients, or the 
corroſive Acid of the Moderns 
Which way you will, whether the 

ſame be clogged or refined ; their 
Hypotheſes appears ſtill to me to 
be of the number of thoſe ingeni- 
ous Speculations, who have the 
Characters of Truth leſs ſtamped 
upon them, than a ſeeming likeli- 
hood of it. 

It will be neceſſary in order to 
the clearing up of this matter, to 
recur to the Idea I have advanced 
concerning the increaſe of the Bulk 
of the Cancer; and to obſerv 
That in the utmoſt increaſe thereof, 
ſo far as it concerns its lividity , 
the skin here and there is ſleek 
and ſhining ; and that where the 
livid Colour is they feel an itching 
Heat. 

But before I come to examine all 
theſe Accidents, its proper for me, 
in order to make the thing more i 
tell» 


(53) 
telligible, to put you in mind of the 
growing of Deer's Horns: It's well 
known, That a Bump is made un- 
der the skin by the increaſe of thoſe 
vegetative Horns, the skin that co- 
vers them by preſſing becomes ſleek, 
and the circumference appears livid 
and lumpiſh by the Blood conveyed 
thither ; which, finding no longer 
the ſame Freedom of Circulation 
in the Veſlels preſſed by the Sub- 
ſtance of the growing Horns, there 
ſticks : But this Blood in its Princi- 
ples being full of volatile Salts, and 
Sulphurous parts, it comes to pals, 
that when at laſt it comes to fer- 
ment, that thereby an itching pain 
ſucceeds in that part, which obli- 


ging the Deer by reaſon of this itch- +- 


ing, to rub that place againſt the 
Stocks of Trees, this facilitates the 
opening of the skin, and then the 
Horns appear. 

It's the ſame thing in reſpect to 
the opening of the skin that covers 
the Cancer: In ſhort, PII ſay and 
| D 3 take 
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take the freedom to repeat it here, 
that the lividity of the Cancers pro- 


ceeds from no other cauſe that the 
diſordering of the Harmonious diſ- 
poſition of the Blood-Pipes or Veſſels, 
which as they penetrate the Maſs *' 


of the Cancer, find them ſtraitly 


cloſed up, and preſſed in thoſe pla- 
ces where the blackneſs and livi- 


dity appear by the interruption of 
the Circulation of the Blood : But 
as this lividity happens not but in 
proportion to the advance of the 
Cancerous Maſs outwardly , and 
that by the continuance of this pro- 
greſs, ſome Swelling appears and 
riſes up, which in the increaſe there- 
of preſſes the Skin, fo as to extend 
the ſame, you'll ſee the skin in that 
place become ſleek, ſhining, and at 


length fit to break: This is done 
with ſo much the more eaſineſs, in | 


that the Blood which 1s almoſt 
coagulated, and cauſes the lividity, 


begins co ſuffer ſome fermenting | 
Motions, and effects an itching Heat | 


in 
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in that place, that increaſes in pro- 
portion to the Fermentation: Hence 
proceeds a more ſudden increaſe of 
the Maſs that afterwards breaks the 
skin, and diſcovers the Cancer to us, 
and expoſes the ſame to all the In- 
cidents, that neceſſarily bring it to 
an Ulcer. 

The compariſon I have made 
between the breaking out of Deers 
Horns, and the diſcovery of the Maſs 
of the Cancer, agrees in all the Cir- 
cumſtances which accompany the 
irruption both of the one and the 
other Subſtance : But as they are 
differently modified, they are ſub-- - 
jected to different changes: The 
deſign of the Author of Nature tend- 
ing to render Beaſts Horns in the 
irruptionof them, proof againſt the 
injuries of the Air: The ſame Fore.- 
ſight is obſerved to be in reſpect to 
Childrens Teeth; they are nothing 
in the firſt Germination of them (as 
I may call it) but a flimy Humour, 
which begins to coagulate in the 
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(56) 
circumference of the Membrane in 
which *tis wrapped. up, in ſo much 
that when the Tooth in that exter- 
nal part is ſufficiently hardned, it 
breaks through the Gum, while the 
internal part has done coagulating : 
The Horns are made in the ſame 
manner: That which appears firſt 
is of that Temper in the Structure 
of its Fibres, that the Air makes no 
Alteration in it; nay, on the con- 
trary, it ſerves to dry them, and 
gives them their due conſiſtence. 

But *tis not ſo with the Cance- 
rous Maſs, which indeed hitherto, 
as to its Subſtance, increaſe, and 
breaking out, is conformable enough 
to Horns in their production ; but 
as ſuch a Transformation is irregu- 
lar, and happens not without the 
deſtruction of ſome part of Man's 
Body , it comes to paſs that this 
Transformed Subſtance , which is 
analagous to growing Horns, ha- 
ving not the ſame Temper through- 
out, is not the ſame thing when it 
appears 
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appears to the Air, as Horns are; 

but on the contrary receives ſuch 

Mutations as we are going to 

- ſpeak of. 

I ought to add, before I enter up- 

on this Subject, an Obſervation I 
have made, That ſometimes the 
Skin opens independently from the 
increaſe and compreſſion of the 
Cancerous Maſs, contrary to the in- 
ternal Partition of the Skin ; and 
this irruption or opening 1s effected 
by the fermenting Motions of the 
Blood which cauſes the lividity 
therein. In ſhort, it comes to pals, 
That when this Blood circulates no 
longer in the Veſſels which are ſtop» 
ped or choaked up by their being 
pent up in the hardned part of the 
Cancer, it Jgſes its fluid Nature; 
and after {Oe time ferments and 
cauſes an Abſceſs in that place; and 
laſtly, the corruption making its 
way, breaks the Skin, and diſco- 
vers the Cancerous Maſs. 


5 
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But at the ſame time, that the 
irruption of the Skin, which is 
wrought by the Increaſe of the Can- 
cer, may not be thought to be ſo 
broken by an emanation of a cor- 
roſive Humour, and that a pro- 


greſſive compreſſion alone is enough; 


you muft alfo confider, That the 
irruption made by the Incidents 
which muſt neceſſarily ariſe in the 
coagulated Blood that cauſes the li- 


vidity thereof, is only accidental to 


the Cancer; and that the Abſceſs 

made in the livid part will be effect- 
ed by no other Rules than thoſe 
which determine ſtagnated Blood to 
the like ſuppurations. 


Having traced the Cancer from 
its firſt riſe to its laſt increaſe, it's 
proper for us now to Hamine what 
the Accidents ſhould be of this Can- 
cerous Subſtance, of that which is 
all uniform, cloſe, animated with 
Spirits, conveyed by the Nerves, 
nouriſhed by Blood 3 
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thereinto, and hy a-lymphatick hu-- 


mour inſinuating it ſelf into it. 


If it be ſo, that there is yet in 


this Transformed Subſtance ſome. 


kind of Circulation and Penetrati- 


- 


on of Spirits, and Lympha inſinua- 


ting it ſelf thereinto, we may eaſily 


underſtand the Mechaniſm of its 


Nouriſhment and Growth, and we- 
may alſo ſee of what uſe the Skin is 
wherein it is wrapped with Veſſels - 
of all forts, which from the Maſs 
are incloſed in the Skin, and from- 


the Skin in the Maſs ; but this Skin 


breaks at laſt, and we ſee the place 


of the Cancer naked. 


We are now to Enquire- into the 


ſecret part of the Ulceration of this 
Subſtance, which in proceſs of time 


terminates in a moſt frightful Sore, . 


accompanied with Pains, running 
of Blood, and Reddiſh ſerous 


Humours, has it ſides hard and fal- 
len down with fpon 


intolerable ſtench, which at length . 


L. 


* 


gy Tops, and an 


* 
* 
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by degrees uſually terminates in 

Death. | 
All theſe Accidents which render 
the Chirurgions labour in vain, has 
made People determine to attribute 
the Cauſe thereof to a corrolive Acid, 
which is many times not to be cor- 
rected : But as this ſuppoſition does 
not accord with the Experiments 
made upon the Turnſol, which does 
not change Colour, otherwiſe by the 
running of the Cancer than by other 
Ulcers ; and as there is no plauſible 
reaſon given for the Riſe and For- 
mation of ſuch a Corroſive: I am 
not affraid to ſay, after ſo many En- 
quiries, That the Ulceration of Can- 
cers is effected by the Mechanical 
Way which we meet with in the 
Formation of other Ulcers, and that 
the difficulty of Curing Cancerous 
Ulcers does not depend upon a Cor- 
roſive Cauſe conjoyn'd to the part af. 
fected, but upon the Alterations 
which may neceſſarily befal the 
Cancerous Maſs in the Circumſtan- 
ces 
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ces of its Structure, when it has no 
Skin to cover it, but is expos'd to 
the Impreſſions of the Air. 

But that I may be the better un- 
derſtood, I ſay, that part of the Can- 
cerous Subſtance , which in the 
growth of it, advances towards the 
Skin, is that which ſuffer'd the laſt 
Transformation, and conſequentiy 
molt tender and liable to alter. Tle 
farther add, that by the opening of 
the broken Skin , whether this be 
only done by the Increaſe of the 
Maſs, or from the Blood which 
cauſes the lividity of it, tis certain 
that by the ſeparation of this Co- 
vering, which was the ſame to it, 
as the Perioſteum is to the Bone, 
the Veſſels are broken, which bei 
fix d both in the Skin and the Ma 
gave the ſame Nouriſhment, and 
3 242 the Subſtance. 

From this diſjunction, it muſt 
follow, That the Nutritive Li- 
quors convey*'d through the Cavi- 
tles of the Veſſels, that were before 
uni- 
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united to the Skin, being now no 
longer able to tranſmit it ſelf thi- 
ther, but carry*d to the ſurface of 
the open part of the Cancer , they 
doas it were terminate here, and b 
their ſtopping loſe their Balfamick 
favour, and acquire ſuch alterations 


as the Air is able to produce, in all 


Ulcers where the near Aliment of 
the Ulcerated part turns ſharp, by 
contracting therea kind of an Acidi- 
ty that is inſeparable from Corrup- 
tion, and diſtinguiſh'd in the Na- 
ture of it, by the relation it has to 
all the Maſs of Blood, and the Cir- 
cumſtances to be met with in the 
Ulcerated place. 

T foreſee it may be objected a- 
gainſt me, that I give here an Idea 
of Ulcers in general, and that the 
matter ought to be otherwiſe, in 
reſpect to Ulcerated Cancers, ſince 
the one are eaſily Cur'd, and tis 
not the ſame thing with open Can- 


I 
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1 Anfwer, as to the eaſy Cure of 
the other Ulcers, and the great dif- 


culty of Curing Cancerous ones, we 
are not to ſuppoſe here the Opera- 
tion of a different Acidity, and that 
both -the one and the other, are 


form'd by the fame alterations 
which betal the Aliment near the 


part affected, from whence the UE 
ceration proceeds. And if the Con- 
ſequencies are different, they muſt 
be attributed to the different Struct- 


ure of the parts, where the Ulcers 


grow. 
For proving of this, we muſt be 
allow'd, to Examin the Work of 


Art, and that of Nature, in the 


Cure of Ulcers, in the Fleſhy and 
Nervous parts; and. afterwards, to 
make application of the ſame Can- 
cerous Ulcers. | 


If the Cauſe of an Ulcer in the 


Fleſhy parts is Internal ; the Chi- 
rurgion after he has reaiffd the 
Blood, and other Liquids in the 
Body, will be a ſpectator of the 


{ud- 
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ſudden Changes that happen, after 
a little help to finiſh the Cure. If 
an Ulcer happens after an * 
or Wound ill dreſt, and that 
the difficulty of the Cure depends 
upon ſuch Circumſtances as are con- 
joyn'd to the Ulcerated part; for 
Example, If there is proud Fleſh in 
the bottom, which ſuppoſes a vici- 
ous „ 5 the Aliment _ that 
part; the Chirurgion in applyi 
88 things, that are fi > 
deſtroy the Acidity of the Sore, by 
an Oily Alkali, obſerves that the Fi- 
bres of the Fleſh gradually by a 
{ſweet ſuppuration, ſuppurate b 
ſeparating all that theretrom whic 
had alter d the Aliment. He ſees 
by ſuch an help that Nature cures of 
at ſelf, and that the Blood then diſ- 
perſing its nutritive balſamick Juice 
in the Fleſh, the Fibres extend them- 
ſelves every way and unite; that 
the bottom of the cer begins to 
have Fleſh grow in t, and that at 
length, by an exact uniting of va 
0 . Ski 
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Skin and the Fleſh, a perfect Scar 
is made upon the place. 

The Cure of the Nervous parts 
is not ſo eaſy, by reaſon their Ali- 
ment is more attemper'd, and more 
liable to be alter'd than that in the 
Fleſh, from whence the Blood ſends 
forth a balſamick Corrective in a 
greater quantity than in the Ulcera- 
ted Nerves, that are liable to altera» 
tions and a diſſipation of the Ant- 
mal Spirits, that render the Cure 
difficult : Bur let it be as hard as it 
will, it may be, by the help of Art, 
the Work of Nature, by the ſtabili- 
5 ty of the Order of the Pipes or 
f Veſſels, and a poſſible Conſervation 
of the ſound State of the Liquors 
that Circulate therein. 

But it cannot be the ſame thing in 
reſpect to the Cure of an Ulcer that 
is of a transform'd Subſtance, which 
I call a Cancer: For tho' I have 
Explain'd the Ulceration thereof, by 
ſuppoſing therein no other alterati- 
ons, but thoſe which effect the other 

cura- 
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curable Ulcers, by the deſtruction 


of the Structure of the part which I 


have aſſign'd for the formation of 
the Cancer: Nature, if I may fo] 
ſay, is out of order, and no longer 
finds that in the part, that is proper 
for the reſtoring of it; in ſo much, 
that — us be never ſo 3 
in ordering and applying Artfu 
helps, for Reckifpin 446 3 
of the Aliment of the Part, that 
occaſion an alteration therein, Na- 
ture by the real Structure of its Can- 
cerous Maſs, has no longer any un- 
derſtanding with the Medicine. 
What can the abſorbed Correttives 
of Acids do here, which correct the 
Nutritive Juices and Texture of the 
Ulcerated Subſtance of the Cancer; 
ſince its tendency to an internal In- 
creaſe, always 8 it inthe hight 
of its hardneſs? By what Artifice can 
a Man bring it to a Scar, tho' the 
bottom of the Ulcer were Corrected, 
when he can find there is no more 
correſpondence between the * 
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of the Fleſh, and the Cancerous 
Subſtance , to unite them toge- 
ther, which by its Change hath 
no longer the Texture of the Fleſh 

Fibres, fince its wholly compa 

and cloſe; ſo as that you cannot 
reduce it to its firſt State, but is in- 
diſſoluble, capable of an internal 
and external Increaſe, - and in a 
Word, liable to turn to an Ulcer, - 
which like the Rottenneſs of the 
Teeth, deſtroys its own Subſtance, 
by a Progreſſive Putrefaction, fix'd: 
to the ends of the Ulcerated Fi- 
res * = 
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CHAP. VIL 
Of Sehirruss, Kjng*s-Evil , Poly- 


pus's, Sarcomes, Epulis, Oze- 
nag, and other Diſtempers, which 
may degenerate into Cancers. 


Aving now ſet down what 
Cancers are, the Cauſe of 
them, with their Increaſe and Ul- 
ceration; we are next to Examin, 
whether the Idea I have given of 
the firſt Riſe and Progreſs of them, 
ſuits with what is found in thoſe 


Maladies that degenerate into Can- 


cers: This is a thing that merits the 


more exact ſearch into, becauſe in 
my Opinion Authors have Treated 
very lightly of it, let us therefore 
ſee, whether there is not in what I 
am about to Write, more likelihood 
of Truth, than in the Syſtem of the 
Ancients, and that of Modern Au- 
thors; and whether a perſon ought 
not rather to keep cloſe to Phyſical 

Ex- 
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Explications, that are form'd as Con- 
ſequences from what he has diſco- 
cover'd by the help of his Eyes 
and Fingers, than acquieſce with 
the fallacious Appearances of 
Arguments made upon this occa- 
ſion. We will begin with the 
Schirrus. 


Of 48 chirras Degenerating into 4 
| ancer. 


It has not hitherto been allow*d 
us to queſtion, becauſe of the 
reſemblance there is between a 
Schirrus and Cancerous Swelling, 


whether they were not form'd of 


the ſame Cauſe, more or leſs refin'd, 
or not ? . And this Opinion has been 
ſo much more eaſily receiv'd, in 
that the ſame has been ſupported by 
divers Obſervations, of a Schirrus 
degenerating into Cancers. In the 
mean time, as this ſeeming Reſem- 
blance conſiſts in nothing elſe but in 
an uneven, livid —— ; _ 

OeS 


1 
does not conſtitute the Eſſence of a 
Cancer, and that other Diſtempers 
in their various Cauſes, may as well 
as a Schirrus, degenerate into Can- 
cers; I think I may be free to give 
my Thoughts more particularly 
upon this Head. 
In ſhort, we allow the Cauſe of 
a Schirrus, to be a coagulated Acid, 
or indiſcreet Application of reper- 
cuſſive Remedies, and Aſtringents 
in the Inflamations; hence ariſes the 
Interruption of the Circulation of 
the Blood and other Fluids; which 
by their vicious Nature, ſtick to the 
ſides of the Cavity of the Veſſels, 
and there Coagulate; after which, 
that Tumour is form'd, which we 
call a Schirrus, that conſiſts of a 
Crowd of Humors ftopp'd in the 
Pipes, through which the Fluids of 
the part Circulate. But this ſtop- 
page does not ſuppoſe, as well as 
the Cancer, a deſtruction of the 
Natural Order of the Colatories: 
They are indeed full of CO 
Us 
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Humours, that occaſion the hard- 
neſs you find there, and this hard- 
neſs is not indiſſoluble. There has 
been Multitudes of Experiences 
every where, of the Cure of Inve- 
terate Schirrug's, either by the help 
of Nature, acting by critical moti- 
ons, ſuch as are looſneſes ſome times, 
or by the ſuccesfull Applicaton of 
Remedies invented by Art, for to 
Cure them; by which 1 mean, 
thoſe which procure an inſenſible 


diſſolution of the thickn'd Humours, - 


from which the Pipes are then 
clear'd, and reduc'd to their for- 
mer ules. s 

But tis not the ſame thing with 
Cancers; I ſuppoſe here, as I have 
often ſaid, a deſtruction of the Ca- 
vity of the Pipes, a putting the 
Structure of the part out of its 
Order; and laſtly, ſuch a Trasfor- 
mation as cannot admit of a Re- 
duction to its priſtine State. Upon 
this lay, the Schirrus becomes a 
Cancer, by a diſpoſition which = 
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Colatories obtain, by the ceaſing of 
their uſes, to a putting their parts 
out of Order. This Diſorder ope- 
rates in the firſt place, upon the 
Lymphatick Ueſſels, or ſome Ner- 
vous Fibres, and by degrees deter- 
mines them to a Cancerous Transfor- 
mation, which traſmits it ſelf into 
all the Schirrous Tumours, and 
makes it all callous, cloſe, and capa- 
ble of Growing and Ulcerating, as 
I have ſaid before. 2 


Of the Kyngs-Evil degenerating into 
Cancers. " 


Next to the Schirrus *tis proper 
we ſhould enquire a little into the 
Evils degenerating into Cancers, by 
the likeneſs there is between this 
Transformation, and that of the 
Schirrus, becoming Cancerous. It 
would be out of the way, for me in 
this place, to offer ſome particular 
Theughts I have had concerning the 
Nature of the King's-Evil: Its 

enough 
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enough for us now, to conſider this 
ſame Diſtemper, ſo far as it turns 
into Cancers. TY 

And now let {us obſerve that the 
Evil uſually attacks the Glandulous 
parts, and the Cauſe thereof has 
been ſuppoſed to be. a coagulated 
Acid, which in its Operation upon 
the Lympha is capable to make 
it ſo viſcous, that it can no longer 
Circulate through the ſmall Pipes 
or Paſſages of the Glandulous parts, 
in ſo much that the ſame ſtops there; 
grows thick and hard, and forms a 
Scropulous Tumour; this Tu- 
mour at firſt may be diſolv'd.; but 
the ſame may alſo by a ceſſation of 
the uſe of the Pipes, become wholly 
compact and indiſſoluble, form'd 
of the Ruines of the Glandulous 
Structure, by a reunion of the Ner- 
vous, and ſinking down of the Ca- 
vities of the Colatories; in ſo much 
that all that is thus Transform'd, by 
the Nouriſhment receiv'd from the 


Penetration of the Blood, into the 
E Ca- 
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(Cavity, and the Lympha 


s inſinuat- 
ing thereinto, grows, and at length, 
terminates in an Ulcer, fo that it 


becomes of the Eſſence of Can- 
cers. 


Of Pohpus degenerating into 4 
Cancer. 


A Polypus degenerates into a Can- 
cer, when this Excreſcency, which 
is ſoft, whitiſh, and has but little 
ſeeling, has chang'd its Subſtance 


into a painful and livid hard- 


neſs. 

Now, in order, to give the rea- 
fon of this Change, its enough to 
confider, what the Structure is of 
this excreſcent Maſs; and to obſerve, 
that there areVeins, Arteries, Nerves 
and Lymphatick Veſſels, in the 
Compoſition: of it; which in the 
firſt rife of the Polypus, have a 
mutual Intercourſe, according the 
order of their eoming together, and 
this may continue upon the Increaſe 
22 | 170 
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to a certain degree: But it after- 
wards happens, that this murual 
Intercourſe becomes eaſily to break 
off, and that the Circulations are 1n- 
terrupted thereby, that the Nerves 
and Lymphatick Veſſels do no 
longer terminate in the Natural 
order of their Structure, but loſe their 
Cavities, and conſequently their 
Uſes, and become hard cloſe Fila- 
ments, which in the Increaſe of 
them, do ' Tranſmit themſelves 
throughout the- whole Polypus, by 
a mutual Correſpondence between 
their Fibres, and of the whole Ex- 
creſcence, form a real Cancer. 


Of other Maladies degener ating into- 
Cann, 


That there may be no more Repe- 
titions where they are unneceſſary, I 
{hall not take upon me in this place, 


to Explain how the Sarcoma, Epulis, - -* 


Unguis, Wounds, and ill mannag'd 
Ulcers, may become Cancers. 
E 2 The 


(76) 
The: Mechaniſm of their Transfor- 
mation 1s the ſame, as that of the 
other Maladies, I have already 
youu of, and tis eaſy to apply the 
lame, to all thoſe =_ degenerate 
into Cancers. And therefore, it 
will be enough for me to ſay, in 
Conformity to my Sentiments upon 
this matter; That we muſt obſerve, 
that what ever is hard, cloſe, and 
like unto a tender horn, is a Cancer; 
and that this hard and compact 
thing, is no other than a Transfor- 
mation of the Nervous parts, and 
Lymphatick Veſſels, into a Callous 
Body, and the Nouriſhment con- 
vey'd thereunto , becomes capable 
of an Increaſe, which in the end 
muſt neceſarily terminate in an Ul- 
cer, as before noted. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT. VIE. 
Of the Symptoms, and Cares of 


Cancers. 


N purſuance to the defign FT 

have gone upon , of Writing. 
concerning Cancers, I might propoſe 
to myſelf, in imitation of ſome o- 
thers, to make their Learning 
known, to exaggerate the Benefits: 
which do ariſe in conſequence to 
my explanation, for ſucceeding in the 
Cure thereof. But that I may ſhew- 
my ſelf to be more deſirous to be 
Skilful,than to appear to be ſo: I muſt- 
with all becoming modeſty, explain 
my ſelf; and Confeſs, that Cancers in 
the Variety of their Cauſes, Situati- 
ons, Progreſs, Temperaments, and 
Ages of the Diſtempers, are very 
hard to be Cur'd, and very often 
found to be of the number of thoſe - 
Diſtempers, that are abſolutely in- 
curable ; in ſo much, that tho the 
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Ancients and Moderns, propoſe un- 
to us Amputation, Extirpation, 
Fire, and Cauſticks, for to Cure 
. them: Its very certain that theſe 
forts of Remedies, apply'd with 
good Succeſs, do ſuppoſe ſome diffi- 
cult Circumſtances to be diſcover'd, 
and ſuch as may eaſily confound us. 

If I were obliged to ſpeak my 
Thoughts, upon that which makes 
Cancers ſo equivocal, in order to 
determin the Symptoms , and right 
handling of — I ſhould not 
ſtick to ſay, the Cauſe to be the 
falſe Notions which have hitherto 
been entertain'd concerning the 
Nature of theſe ſorts of Maladies: 
But tis eaſier to Criticize, than to 
Diſcover Truth. And therefore, 
let us continue our Enquiries, and 
ſee if any Application can be made 
of what has been Writ, to the 
Symptoms and Cure of Cancers. 
In order unto which, we are to 
divide our Reflections into three 
Heads. 12 | 
| In 
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In the firſt we'll Examin whether 
the Cure promiſed us by Extir-_ 
pation, is as certain as ſome pre- 
tend. olga 
Next we'll ſee what Cauſticks. 


can do. | 
And laſtly, When the Diſtemper 


cannot be Cur'd by the help of 
them, we'll ſee wherein a palliated 
Cure does conſiſt. 4 


ARTICLE I. 
Of the Care of Cancers by Burning. 


Since Amputation, and Extirpas- 
tion have been propoſed by the An- 


cients, as means for the Cure of 


Cancers, and that theſe Operations 


have been always practis'd from Age 
to Age: Its not to be doubted, bur 
if they had been as certain, as ſome 


gave out they were, the 235 
Succeſſes attending them, muſt have 


Authoris'd their Uſe. But we find 


by divers Obſervations, That the 


E 4 Events 
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Events have been different, and we 
can give a Teſtimony of the ſame, 
if ' we. were permitted to do it, 
without injuring any body, and 
relate an account of ſome Cancers 
that have been cut off, or pluck'd 
up (as it were by the Roots) who 
ſome Months after their pretended 
Cure, have return'd with greater 
violence than before. | 
It will be enough for me to lay, 
That theſe ſorts of Operations would 
ſtill be lefs approv'd of, if they 


were not made uſe of but for Can- 


cers, that were really known to be 
fach: But many times they are 
from their outward likeneſs unto 
Schirrous or Scrophulous Tumours, 
confounded therewith, either by 
the little Knowledge of the Perſon 
that takes upon him to determin 
what they are, or the Artifice of 
the Operator ; who declaring theſe 
Tumours to be ſo many Cancers, 
may by his eaſy extirpating of 
them acquire ſome Reputation to 
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himſelf, amongſt thoſe that are cre- 
dulous; and by the like Succeſſes: 
be excusꝰd from the unfortunate E- 
vents that uſually do ſucceed, when 
there is an Operation made upon 
thoſe Tumours that are really Can- 
cerous. | 

If any one ſhould ask me in this 
place, why the Extirpating of 
Schirrus's, and King's-Evil, is al- 
moſt always accompany'd with 
Succeſs, and that of Cancers very. 
rarely. 

Pl] repeat it again, That Schir-- * © 
rous and Scropulous Tumours, ſup- 
poſe a ſimple clogging of the Coagu- 
lated Humours in the Vellels of the 
part where the hardneſs is, ſo that” 
the extent of this hardneſs exceeds - 
not the bounds of the Maſs; and if it 
does go beyond the ſame, it can be 
no other way than by ſome Veſſels - 
flld with the ſame thick Humours, . 
capable of diſſolving by a ſuppu- 
ration. And ſo no Obſtruction can 
be found; but that the Fleſh does - 

| | E 5 not 
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not come on in the bottom of the 
Ing, 489 turns nat to a Scar, Ns 

t tis not the ſame thing, in 
reſpect to the Extirpating of a Tu- 
mour that is really Cancerous, ſee- 
ing its principal hardneſs is not the 
Cancer in all the extent thereof, and 
that there are divers Filaments of 
the ſame Nature with the Tu- 
mour, which cannot be perceiv'd 
by feeling, and is a part of the Can- 
cer. It is no ſtrange thing, ſince 
they were capable of Increaſe and 
Ulceratioa, That they will, tho 
never ſo much diſpersd into the 
neighbouring parts, reunite again 
after Extirpation, and a new Can- 
cer begins to ariſe, which is more 
dangerous than that they pretend 
to Extir pate. 

However, I do not pretend abſo- 
lutely to Condema theſe Operations, 
ſince the Ancients have recommend- 
ed the uſe of them, and that we 
know by our own Experience, that 
they may be practiſed with ad- 
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vantage: But our is, to 
make Men ſo well acquainted with 
the Nature of Cancers, that they 


may diſcern whether they are- 
— 2h or dangerous Applicati- 


"The Obſervations I have made- 
upon this Subject, inclines me to 


think, they ought not to be made uſe 


of (to — in the Cancer of 
- the Breaſt) but in thoſe Cancers, . 
which without ſticking to the ſides, 
appear like a moving Tumour, 
which gives no hardneſsat all to the 
Touch, in che reſt of the Breaſt; 


in ſo much that it ap as if it 


had no Filaments, that from the 
Cancer diſperſe themſelves into the 


Neighbouring parts. 

heſe Operations alſo are proper 
for thoſe Cancers, that become ſuch 
by a change 


Scrophulous Nature 0 


14 


e :of the Schirrous or 
into that 
which is Cancerous: I ſay, that be- 
come ſuch , in order to diſtinguiſu 


them from thoſe that have — bo · 
fore 
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fore degenerated thereunto. In 
ſhort, as the change ariſes in the 
middle of the Tumour, and that 
the ſame Increaſes, by ſpreading it 
felf about, towards the Circumfe- 
rance of the part affected, tis eaſy 
to 1magin theſe Operations will be 
Succesful, if they be uſed at the 
time that the Schirrous or Scrophu- 
lous Tumors become Cancerous: 
ſince the Nerves and Lymphatick 
Veſſels at that time, which pene- 
trate the Tumour, have not yet 
beyond the hard part undergon 
any decay, or deſtruction in the 
Structure of their Pipes. And in a 
Word, they are not of the ſame 
Nature as the Cancers, tho' they 
may become ſo, when the Tumour 
degenerates in all its parts into a 
true Cancer. 

What 1 ſay here of Amputation 
and Extirpation, ought alſo to be 
apply d to other parts of the Body. 
We learn by Authors Obſervations, 
that Cancers in the Lips, * 
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* 
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Ball of the Eye, outward: Ear, and 
Skin, have been Cured by this 
means. Pl further add, as a proof, 
of the truth of theſe Obſervatio 
that I have found them alſo Succeſ- 
ful in ſuch Cancers as are found 
accompany*d with the Circumſtan- 
ces I inſiſt upon, I mean with a 
bottom that is ſoon at an end, and 
where no Filaments are obſerv'd to 
be, which form the hard part, and 
diſperſe them into the Neighbouring . 
ones: Otherwiſe thoſe Operations: 
are dangerous. | 
In order to conclude with this 

Article, it remains that we ſhould” 
take notice of the uſefulneſs of the 

Inſtruction given in this Operation: 
That is, to let the Sore bleed much; 
with an imagination that the Fleſh 
by this running is purify*d-from the 
atrabilious Humour ſuppos d by the 
Ancients. to-remain there, or from 
the Acid Leven of the Moderns: 
But ſince both the one and the other, 
are no other than. bare ſuppolitions 
| % and 


(36 ) 
and that I have demonſtrated that 
the Eſſence of a Cancer conſiſts in a 
——— of the Nervous 


ts into all that was capable of 
— — 1h Ie for 


ou fully to comprehe wha 

have Writ prope the — 
Ulcerating of a Cancer, that it 5 
unneceſſary Precaution to let the 
Sores Bleed _ not to ſay, the 
fame may be prejudicial there- 
unto. 

My Cuſtom has been upon this 
occaſion, preſently to ly 2 
Plagety kind of Poultis conſiſting of 
an Artificial Corroſive thereunto, 
which by cauterizing the Blood- 
Veſſels, not only ſtanches the Blood, 
but is alſo of great uſe, if you can 
but underſtand hereby how to move 
the Scab before it ſeparates of it ſelf, 
and With as little force as you can 
ſeparate the remainder of the Can- 
cerous Filaments, which being of a 
harder Conſiſtence than the Fibres 
Sens ought to be the _ 
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that ſeparate in the Suppuration, 
and conſequently in a better condi- 
tion to be drawn from the Fleſh; as 
it hapen'd when 1 Cured the Cancer 
in o Man's Fore-head above men- 
tion | 


ARTICLE I. 
Of the Care of Cancers by Eſcarotichs. 


Its allow'd in Chy this 
fort of Pn EIS 
under ſome certain Circumfſtanees, 
may be Cured; and in Contempla- 
tion of this Truth, we have from 
time to time, ſeen ſuch ſort of 
Cures, which under a Myſterious 
pretence of having an Infallible 
Secret of a rare Corrofive therein, 
or a Ree a Abforbtion, have 
been y apply'd to the moſt 
inacceſſible places. 

I ſhall not here enter upon the Hi- 
ſtory of the fatal Events that have 
followed their vain A 

| | 


Il 
| 
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(88) | 
think it enough to complain of theſe 
perſons who to the pains of the 
Cancers add wrong Medicines, in- 
vented and extolled by an ignorant 
or intereſted Cabal: And not to dwell 
any longer upon the abuſe which 
does ariſe from Mens credulity, and 


their little knowledge in the choice 


of things that are either good or bad 
for them, let us here briefly exa- 
mine, What the Operation of Eſca- 
rotick is, in reſpect to Cancers and 
the uſe of the ſame ; and upon what 
occaſion they are dangerous. _ 

| Thoſe who will have the Forma- 
tion of Cancers to proceed from the 
Operation of a corroſive Acid, have 
thought they have hit upon a ſpe- 
cifick ſuitable to the Cure of them, 
by giving out that their ſcarifying 
not only conſumes the Cancerous 
Part, but alſo devours the Corroſive 
Acid Ferments, which according to 


their Notions is made to be the 
Cauſe of Cancers. Fant v2 


I have 


le 


Eo 


(89) 

I have ſhewed that the Explication 
they have given of the Maladies, was 
a meer ſuppoſition ; and conſequent- 
ly it's eaſy from all that I have writ" 
to conceive, That their pretended 


Eſcarotick does no more than make 


a ſcab, without removing the Cauſe 
of Cancers; the Cure whereof does 
not conſiſt in devouring the Acids, 
as they * but in being effi- 
cacious to free from the very bot- 
tom that callous and newly. trans- 
formed Body from the Fleſh, which 
in the Growth thereof having broke 
the Skin, turned into an Ulcer as 
before-mentioned. | 

The unuſefulneſs of this abſorbant 
vertue in the Cure of a Cancer may 
be obſerved herein, in that after the 
ſame manner that ſome Cancers have 
been cured by extirpation without 
_ Conſumption or Waſting, and 
only by ſeparating the Cancerous 
part wholly from the reſt, ſo the 
Cures that have been made by the 


Eſcaroticks of the Ancients, known 
| unto- 
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onto every Body, and attended with 
no ſuch waſting as aforeſaid, were 
not performed but in fuch caſes 
where. it was poſſible to ſeparate 
the whole Cancer, without leaving 
- _—_— Filament in the 
Fleſh. 


It does not follow that 1 diſap- 
prove of Mineral and Metallick ab- 
ſorpſions in the palliating of Ulce- 
rated Cancers ; but on the contrary 
I recommend the uſe of them upon 
this occaſion, as I do alfothe Fixati- 
ons of Arſenic, Orpine, Cc. for the 
cure of ſpungy Fleſh, bad Ulcers, 
and ſometimes even Cancerous ones. 

Paracelſus and Vanhelmont hisScho- 
lar, ſpeak much in favour of theſe Ar- 
ſenical preparations; but we have on 
the other hand ſome particular Ex- 
periments to induce us not to place 
theſe Fixations in the number of 
thoſe Remedies, which have their 
uſefulneſs in effefting the Cure of 
Cancers upon certain occaſions, 

wy which. 
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which indeed is a diſtinction of Im- 
portance. 

Thoſe who wouldentertain a true 
Notion of the Nature of the Can- 
cerous Maſs, would not confound 
the Characters thereof, but maintaifl 
like me, that tho? the Cancer or this 
Transformed Body, were the fame 
as to Subſtance , yet it ought to be 
differently conſidered in 
the place where tis found, in reſpect 
to its Configuration, Adherents, and 
Progreſs, which are alſo diverſifyed 
by the difference of Ages, Sexes, 
and Conſtitutions, In ſhort, a Man 
that is a judicious Obſerver of all 
theſe Circumſtances can Cure a Can- 
cer, which to others may ſeem in- 
curable, but to him it will be eaſy 
who has made theſe Experiments, 
and relies upon the Truth I have ad- 
vanced concerning the Nature of 
theſe Diſtempers. | 

And here for a proof of the ſame, 
P11 take the freedom to quote a Re- 
lation of a Canceroug Epulis 1 

ve 


10N to 
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Thave cured in the Year 1692. This 
Malady ſprung like a fleſhy button 
in the hole of one of the Grinders, 
pulled out of the Upper-Jaw ; and 
this Excreſcence for ſome Years in- 
creaſed ſo as to be bigger than a 
Gooſe-Egg. 

Mr. D. ſpoke to me about it, as 
being his Opinion the ſame was in- 
curable by the Cancerous Symptoms 
he * way it had. 

In ſhort , this Excreſcence was 
Hard, Uneven, Livid, Painful, and 
Ulcerous, from which there ran- a 
reddiſh, ſerous, and putrid Hu- 
mour. fs 28:4 

Now when I:came to examine it 
in conformity to the Notions I have 
already given of the Nature of Can- 
cers, I 7 


Cancerous, was not yet become ſo 
no farther than from the outward 
part of the Excreſcence, till within 
a little more than the middle there- 
of; and that the reſt which was in 
the Jaw, was of the. Subſtance of 
| al 


ound that that which I call 
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an Epulis without being Cancerous, 


that is, a ſoft Fleſh without any of 


the other Mark to diſtinguiſh it by ; 


and when I had ſeriouſly examined 
it, the Patient upon my — 
Cure it, committed her ſelf to my 

Now in order to perform my 
promiſe; I took great care not to 
touch the Ulcerated part of this 
Swelling, nor to apply any thing to 
that which was Cancerated: I only 
with an Inſtrument for that pur- 
poſe pricked the Excreſcence in the 
ſoft part, almoſt to the Socket or 


Tooth-hole ; and in every opening I 


thruſt ſome Eſcarotick Trochisks, 
and afterwards ftopp'd the Wound 
with a Spunge. GY of 

It came to paſs that the Blood- 
Veſſels and Nerves which were ſcat- 
tered here and there in the Excreſ- 
cence, -in Four and twenty Hours 
time were Cauterized,and the whole 
Lump faded or dryed up: And 


tho* the ſame was a ſenſible part, I 


cut 


141 
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cut it all off by ſmall pieces without 
any pain, and when I ſeparated it 
the reſt healed in a ſhort time. 
What may we conclude from this 
Cure? It was a frightful fight, at- 
tended with the Symptoms of a Can- 
cer, which according to the Opini. 
on of the moſt skilful perſons, made 
the undertaking dangerous: In the 
mean time the Cure was ſo eaſy, 
that in reality it merited leſs ho- 
nour than I got by it, did men but 
know how to judge of the Events 
of Medicines with a ſolid Judgment 
grounded upon the Knowledge of 
Things as they are in themſelves, 
and not as they ſeem to be. 
+ There, is no more required to- 
wards compaſſing of ſucceſs therein 
but the knowledge of what'a Can- 
cer is, and to underſtand what Judg- 
ment to make thereof in reference 
to its Form, Situation, and Pro- 
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ut 'Tis in conſideration of theſe 
it 2 that the difficulty of Curing 
flat muſt encounter a per- 
his fon, who without ſuffering himſelf 
at. to be abuſed by their outward Form, 
n. which is like a ſmall Ulcer, can 
ni. make no poſitive promiſe to ef- 
defect the Cure: So uncertain it is 
he for a man to be able to ſeparate 
ſy, the Cancerous Filaments from the 
10. B Fleſh, with which the increaſe of 
ut them transforming into their own 
Nature, the Subſtance of the Ner- 
nt vous Filaments, and Lymphatick 
of Veſſels, make an Ulcer which can- 
es, not be healedto a Scar; and which 
withſtanding all manner of Reme- 
o. dies, increaſes according to the extent 
in of the Cancerous Filaments, and is 
n. terrible to be ſeen. | 
g The ſame judgment is not always 
ce 
0- 


to be made of Cancerous Tops or 
Swellings } who under the Form of 
an Ulcerated hardneſs, yet have none 
of theſe Filaments beyond- their 
Compaſs or Circumference. . an 

; I 
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The Cure here is eaſy either b 
ing or Eſcarotick. 
I obſerve them to inſinuate the 
Cauſtick between the ſound Fleſh 
and the hardneſs, being of Opinion, 
That when the Eſcarotick is applied 
to the outward Surface of the hard- 
neſs, it may, by the pain it cauſes 
make the Nervous Filaments and 
Lymphatick Veſſels which termi- 
nate in a Humour, to become Can- 
-  <erous, and ſo make the Diſtemper 
incurable. 
What I fay here concerning the 
Internal increaſe of Cancers occaſi- 
oned by the pain wrought there by 
Cauſticks applied to the outward 
part of the Diſtemper, is a very im- 
portant Conſideration to diſapprove 
of the Uſe thereof in ſome Cancers, 
I mean ſuch for Example as are in 
the Breaſt, which a perſon cannot 
mY 0 to conſume by inſinuatin 


is Eſcaroticks beyond the deepel 
and remoteſt Cancerous Filaments. 
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There are memorable Inſtances to 
countenance my Obſervation ; and 
there is no Phyſician that hath not 
had oecaſion to believe that ſuch 
Cauſtick Applications to the greateſt 
part-of Cancers in the Breaſt, have 
been uſually more prejudicial than 
uſeful; I ſay, the greatelt part, in 
order to diſtinguiſh thoſe , which 
being formed in a Tumour that is 
but a little deep within the Breaſt, 
may be ſo Cured by Eſcaroticks as 
well as thoſe ; which though they 
are become Ulcerated, are near the 
Skin, and not deep at all, of a flat 
Form, not hard, nor ſticking to the. 
other part of the Breaſt. 

In order to ſucceed herein, tis 
not ſo advantageous for a Man to 
have an Eſcarotick ſecret by him, as 
to have a good Underſtanding ſuita- 
ble to the occaſion; My meaning 
with ſome precaution is, that we 
ought lels to build upon the Rules ſet 
down by Authors upon this oc- 
caſion, than upon the advantages of 
an happy * pable oſ Pre- 

cau- 
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caution, Diſcovery and Conduct, 
according to the Circumſtances of 
all Cancers, which in the variety of 
them, their Situations, Forms, and 
Progreſs, do varionſly determine the 
Characters and ways of dealing with 
them. 

I remember I have Cured a Can- 
cerous Ulcer in the internal Surface 
ef the Upper Eye lid of Mr. de V. 
Left-Eye, which proceeded from a 
blow he had with the Branch of a 
Tree upon that part, which in that 
place where the contuſion hapned 
was inwardly Ulcerated ; after 
which there grew an hard, callous, 
and painful Excreſcence there. 

They tried feveral ways to cure 
it in vain : They attempted to cut 
or conſume the Excreſcence , but 
they found inconveniences in both 
Operations. In ſhort, it was hard 
to make uſe of Eſcaroticks in this 
place, becauſe of the thinneſs of the 
Eye-lid, and the danger they run of 


making a greater Excreſcence in the 


Fleſh than before: Neither was 
there 
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there leſs danger to Eſcarotick it, 
ſince the Operation muſt reach the 
Ball of the Eye, whereon the Ex 
creſcence reſted, and conſequently 
muſt alter the Subſtance thereof, 
and endanger the part. 

I was impeded by theſe difficul- 
ties, and yet I believed the Diſtem- 
per was not incurable : The Can- 
cer was yet upon the External Sure 
face of the Excreſcence, but a little 
deep; and there was no more requi- 
red to effect the Cure thereof than 
to conſume it without touching the 
Eye. 

Thatogks my ſelf that in order 
to preſerve the Eye from the Im- 
preſſion of the Cauſticks, to blow 
divers Gold-leaves between the Ball 
and the Excreſcence, fit for their 
flexibility to fit themſelves lay by 
lay without any irritation to the Eye, 
and to give way to apply the Cau- 
ſticks only upon the Excreſcence. 
I propoſed this way, and the ſame 
being hearkned to, I made uſe of it 
with ſo much ſucceſs, that in a few 
Fs days 


| 
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days my Cauſtick without the leaſt 
impreſſion upon the Pipe totally 
conſumed the Excreſcence, and a 
Scar was induced over the place. 

I give an Account of this Cure, 
not ſo much for my own Reputati- 
on, but to make known the me- 
thod I took to effect it, and ſhew 
that that which ſometimes appears 
difficult to us to be executed, 1s of- 
ten by diſcovering an Expedient, ſo 
ſmall a thing, as not to be applau- 
ded but by thoſe who know what 
Invention 1s. 

It will be proper in cloſing this 
Head to give notice, That if in 
ſuch a Cale as this, a perſon makes 


++ uſe of Gold Leaves, by way of de- 


fence, care muſt be taken that your 
Eſcarioticks be not Mercurial, nor 
of the Nature of Aqua Regalis, for 
Reaſons which thoſe who have 
the leaſt skill in Chymiſtry cannot 
be ignorant of. 

Now let us come to the palliating 
of Cancers. 


AR- 
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ARTICLE III. 
Of the Palliated Cure of Occult Cancers, 


We have found already that in 
order to a ſucceſsful Cure of ſome. 
Cancers, it was neceſſary according 
to the variety of their Characters, 
Situation, and Progreſs, to know: 
how to meaſure the efficacy of the 
Art, and to proportion reliet accord-- 
ing to the ſtate of theſe Diſtempers. 

The Rules we have preſcribed 
herein are not alone founded upon 
what we have diſcovered with our 
Eyes and Feeling in our ſearch into 

the Cancerous Maſs ; but the Truth 

| thereof is alſo ſupported by the- 
practical Obſervations of the An- 

cients and Moderns, who have eſta- 
bliſhed the poſſibility of the Cure of 
ſome of them upon the Experience 

of thoſe who have been Cured by 
Burnings or Eſcaroticks. In the 
mean time as thoſe methods are ma- 
ny. times found to be more prejudi- 
cial than uſeful ; and that tis im- 
F 3 poſſible 
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poſſible ſo to adminiſter the help of 
Art under ſome Circumſtances, as 
radically to Cure theſe Maladies : Ir 
mult happen that the Phyſician muſt 
be an uſeleſs Spectator of the In- 
creaſe of them, and the ſharp pains 
they cauſe, as well as of their Ul- 
cerating with a baſe ſtench, if he 
does not underſtand, at leaſt-wiſe in 
order to withſtand all thoſe cruel 
Accidents conjoyned to the progreſs 


of Cancers by a wiſe and pru- 


dent Conduct, what ought to be 
done for palliating of theſe Ma- 
ladies, which we are now about to 
treat of. | 


But before we enter thereup- 


on, it's proper we ſhould enquire 
what Hippocrates meant , when 
he ſaid, * Quibas occulti Cancri fiunt, 
non curare melius. Curati enim, citius 
intereunt : non curati vero, long ius 
vitam trahunt. | 


* Oxinoors xgun]ot xapxivor er, wh 
Bepameter Biarroy. — 3» Ar- 
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One ſhould think that according. 
to the Interpretation given of this 
Aphoriſm, we ought to neglect the 
palliating of occult Cancers; and 
that this great Phyſician forbids us 
to meddle with them: But not to 


enter far to criticize upon this Axi- 


om, and uſe many words to little: 
purpoſe: It will be enough for 
us to examine briefly what 15 meant - 
by the words xevTlos, occulli, ReaTewey? 
curare. 
Galen in interpreting this Apho- 
riſm, pretends that the Cancer is 
occult, when tis deep in ſome 
of the Body, whether it be in the 
Arms, Womb, or Pallate : But it 
will be a leſs Abſurdity in me to 
ſay, that Galen was miſtaken, than 
to aſſert that Hippocrates according to 
this Interpretation, contradicts his 
own Maxim, by his happy under- 
taking the Cure of a Cancer in the 
Throat by burning, as he ſays 
in his Epidemies : It's a place ac- 
cording to Galen, which ſhould. 
make.us look upon this Cancer to be 
E 4. OC 
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Occult,and conſequently inthe num- | {thoſe 
ber of thoſe whoſe Cure ought not heren 


to be attempted. new- 
This Interpreter adds, That we ſes, \ 
ought alſo to call that Cancer occult is thi 
which is not Ulcerated, and is Co- $57ov, 
vered : But this Explication is no culr. 
more conformable to truth than the It 
other, ſince we know by Experi- cert: 
ence that Cancers 1n the Breaſt, and incu 
elſewhere , ought not to. be called ſtin 
occult, and conſequently incurable, ble 
becauſe they have Coverings, and hav 
that we ought not to attempt the lad 
Cure of them with ſucceſs by Ex- Th 
tirpation or Eſcaroticks, according det 
as the Situation of the Cancerous far 
Tumour is more or leſs deep. _ ne 
We ought to preſume the mean» th 
ing of Hippocrates to be, that he ral 
attributes the Denomination of Oc- bl 
cult to ſome Cancers, by reaſon of P 
ſome Circumſtances which neceſſa- tl 
rily denote the incurableneſs of v 

thoſe where they are met withal. 
I will not pretend to determine n 


whether this Curious perſon refers x 
: thoſe. 
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he thoſe Circumſtances to the deep Ad- 
_ herents of theſe Maladies, or to the 
new-born Malignity of their Cau- 


ble to the particular Sentiments 1 
have advanced concerning theſe Ma · 
ladies, than by calling them occult: 
They are ſuch in effect by their hid- 
den Filaments ; which being of the - 
ſame Nature, and the principal hard» 
neſs of the Cancer, make a part of 
this Malady , and render it incu- 
'rable by the deep and inſepara- 
ble Situation of - theſe- Cancerous + 
Filaments, which from the-Malſs of 
the Cancer extend themſelves to- 
wards the internal part of the Body. 
Wen theſe: Adherents are not 
met with, and that the Cancer does 
not extend it ſelf beyond its hard- 
„ neſs: 


Ve ſes, wherein he perhaps means there 
le is that which elſewhere he calls 32 
0 | 55%, ſomething Divine, that is ocs - 
» culr. 

4 It's enough to obſerve that 'tis 
pt certain, whatever his meaning was, 
1 incurable Cancers cannot be di- 
I ſtinguiſhed by Terms more agreeas 

5 
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neſs, it ſhould be called Apparent fo 
long as *tis confined within the 
bounds of its own bulk ; and it cea- 
ſes to be ſuch when by the increaſe 
of the Malady, the change that is 
made in the Eſſence thereof, will 
increaſe it into the Lymphatick and 
Nervous Veſſels joyned to the Can- 
cerous Tumour. 

Now therefore in conſequence of 
What I have ſaid, an apparent Can- 
cer may become occult, whether it 
be Ulcerated or nor. 

But 'tis not the fame with the 
occult Cancer, the ſame cannot be- 
come apparent, fince that which 
makes it occult exiſts always to the 
laſt period of the Malady ; and in 
conſidering the ſame as ſuch, we 
ought. to obſerve the marks of in- 
curableneſs therein , which diſtin- 
guiſh occult Cancers from apparent 
Ones. 

?Tis according to this diſtinction 
we ought to take what Hippocrates 
fays in relation to occult Cancers, 
more eſpecially to hold that Rule, 
Nan Curare melius. The 
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ſo The literal Explication of this 
= Aphoriſm cannot be underſtood by. 
4 its better not to cure them, ſince it 
e was equally impoſſible in Hippo- 
5 craters time (as tis ſo ſtill) to diſ- 
I folve the hardneſs of theſe Maladies, . 
d and reduce the Ulcerated part to a 
4 ſolid Scar, as 1 have ſaid elſewhere. 
Muſt we underſtand by theſe words, 
f I's better not to touch, nor to medale 
5 with them? That our endeavours are 
r excluded to leſſen the pains Which 


accompany occult Cancers, to re- 

tard the progreſs of them, to ſtop 

their putrifying, and laſtly, to pro- 

long Life: That would be abſurd, 
and we muſt not know Hippocrates, 
to interpret his meaning in that 
manner. 

Let us then ſay, That by his a 
Curare melius he meant, That it were 
better not to undertake the Cure, io ap- 
ply neither Fire nor Burning Iron 
thereunto, which was made uſe of 

in the radical Cure of apparent Can- 
cers. 
He had alſo undoubtedly obſer- 


ved, 
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ved, That the like helps (I add all 


forts of Eſcaroticks thereunto) were 
very dangerous. in occult Cancers, 
that they wrought an incurable Ul- 
ceration in thoſe that were not open» 
ad; and by applying them to ſuch 
as. were Ulcerated, they haſtned the 
progreſs, and increaſed the pain of 
them; and laſtly, by all thoſe In- 
cidents. conjoyned to the irritating 
of theſe Maladies, they terminate 
a Life which by the help of pallia- 
tion. might have been prolonged, 
without undiſcreet attempts of a 
perfect Cure. 

It was from the principle of this 
practical. knowledge, that my late 
Uncle M. the Abbot Genadroz obtained 
ſo great a Reputation, that he was ſent 
for to the Cure of a Tumour in the 
Left: breaſt of the Queen Mother 
Anne of Auſtria: When he had 
examined the ſame, he informed the 
King it was an Adherent incurable 
Cancer, ready to break out. 5 

This Reſolution of his was con- 


teſted. by others, but after ſome 


days. 


( rog } 
days, what he had foretold' being 
found to be true, by the breakin 
of the ſore, this Adviſe prevailed; 
and the King ordered him to dreſs 
the Queen : In conformity to which, 
he gave the King a Memorial, and 
a Copy to all his Phyſicians of the 
Method he pretended to follow in 
palliating the Queen's Cancer, the 
incurableneſs of which he proved 
by Inftances deduced from his own 
Experiments. 
The King and Queen's Phyſicians 
and Chirurgions were witneſſes of 
his wiſe procedure during the Nine 
Months he had the honour to dreſs 
this ſore in order to palliate it : But 
as cis not ealily agreeable to the 
humour of the Court that any in- 
curable Diſtembers ſhould befal 
Crowned Heads, they projected a 
thouſand Intrigues to procure Work» 
ers of Miracles, and promiſed the 
Cure of the Cancer with ſo much 
confidence, that a great many 
thought it ſtrange the Health of 
that. Princeſs {ſhould be * 
| 4 


( 110 

the Hands of a perſon who had 
declared her incurable, and did no- 
thing but endeavour to prolong her 
days, when there were others who 

promiſed a perfect Cure. 
Hereupon the King deſired the 
een to put her ſelf into the Hands 
of a Phyſician, which I do not care 
to Name, who by Hundreds 


reckon'd the Cancers he had Cured 


by a Secret Remedy , the Queen 
Mother ſhe oppos'd it, and at laſt, 
agreed not to have ſuch a Remedy 
apply'd to her, with her free con- 
ſent. Then the King confer'd up- 
on my Unkle the Abby of Mezzere. 
At his returning the King thanks 
for his Favour, he gave him in 
Writing all the Effects that would 
attend this Secret Remedy, which 
he knew may Years before: And 
every thing fell out ſo exactly in all 
the Accidents that befel} the Queen 
till her Death, that they ſaw, tho 
too late, the difference there was 
between one that had drawn the 
Method of his Cure out of Paraſel- 
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ſus and Vanhelmont, and my Unckle 


who by a long ſeries of Experience 
during his Travels, had — 
a more particular Knowledg of the 
Maladies, that come under Manu- 
al Operations. 
But to return to our Subject, and 
put an end to this Work, we ſhall 
ſet down the Rules we have Pro- 
mis'd for Palliating of occult Di- 
ſtempers. Let us begin with thoſe 
that are not yet open'd, and then 
finiſh with Ulceration. | 


Of the Palliating occult Cancers, be- 
fore their Ulceration. 


Since we haveacknowledg'd there 
are Characters in a Cancerous Tu- 
mour, which make it occult; we 
are now after we have explaur'd our 
ſelves, in reſpe& to the incurable- 
neſs thereof, to offer ſome Palliating 
helps for it, which upon this occaſi- 
on are uſed, to ſtop as much as may 
be, the ſucceſſive diforders that are 
conjoin'd with the Progreſs of ſuch 
a Cancer. Its neceſſary in order = 

make 
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make the Applicaton of uſe upon 


this account, to Act differently ac- 
cording to the poſition of the Malas 
dy, its Cauſe, Tempers of the Pa- 
tients, and the diverſity of the Sea- 
ſons wherein it happens. Let us 
ſee in general, the uſe that may 
be made of this Knowledg, and then 

we'll ſpeak of applying Remedies. 
The Cancer that is own'd to be 
occult from its Original, or becomes 
ſo by the Increaſe of the Maſs, 
carry's marks of its incurableneſs 
in its external parts, as inthe Breaſt, 
in reſpect to its depth and Adherents; 
and in the internal, as in the Womb, 
in reſpect to the part where tis im- 
poſſible, let the Cancer be in what 
Circumſtance it will, to Exterpate 
or Conſume it. | 
Theſe different Situations, in di- 
verſifying the Characters of the 
Cancers, do alſo introduge ſome va- 
riety in the Method of Palliating 
them. But you muſt always take 
it for a general Rule, that *cis a very 
Important Matter, to know how 
x | to 
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to diſtinguiſh between the Cauſe ß 


all Cancers, that ſo you may exactly 
reduce your Practiſe to what you 
ought really to do, without burden- 
ing the Patient with uſeleſsRemedies. 

And here we are to Obſerve, if 
a Cancer proceeds from an external 
Cauſe, for Example, from a Blow, 
or Bruiſe, and that a Man's Body be 
otherwiſe in Health, it will be un- 
neceſſary, not to ſay dangerous, to 
preſcribe ſome inward Remedies, 
which are ſo often order*d upon theſe 
occaſions: In ſuch a caſe, it is beft 


to let the Patient to enjoy his perfe& -- + . 


Health, and not to endanger the 
ſame by Remedies, which can do 
nothing but Fatigue him. 
But its not the ſame thing in re- 
& toa Cancer, that from its firſt 


miſe, is occult from the Circum- 


ſtances of an internal Cauſe, which 
may, or is conjoin'd to the part af- 
tected, or conſider'd as a Common 


Cauſe, that Operates after a different 


manner, according to the difference 
of the parts, where the Impreſſion 
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of its Action reaches. As for Ex- 
ample, in the Womb, it will ſome. 
times cauſe a Cancer there, or 
ſimply ſtifle the Activity of the 
Ferments, which cauſe the Courſes 
of Women: And as this Cauſe 
reaches every where, it may into 
the Breaſt, by weakning the power 
of the Glands, and their Colatories, 
deſtroying their uſe, and induc- 
ing 4 by ſiaking of the Pipes, 
to change their Nature, and become 
what we call, Germen Cancri, 
which preſently Increaſes, accord- 
ing to the Aifoalmanef i its Struct 
ure, if the Phyſitian does not 
know how to prevent it, by the 
help of his Art. 

Now, In tion of this 
Cauſe, I very much commend the 
Diaphoretick Gold of Pater ius, the 
Remedies of Mars differently Pre- 
par'd, the Preparations of Clopertes, 
Vers de terre, and Baſil Valentine's 
TinQture of Antimony. I know by 
Experience, that fuch Remedies, 
well order*d,contribute to the reſtor- 


ing 
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Conſiſtence to the Blood, and other 
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ing of the Power of the Glands, and 
preſerving their uſe, and that Con- 
uently, they were capable of 
{topping the Increaſe of the Germen 
of the occult Cancer, which was 
propofed to be Palliated. 

Its not enough in diſtinguiſhing 
the internal Cauſes of Cancers, to 
make Choiſe of ſutable Remedies, 
but tis alſo requiſite, that there ſhould 
be an able Phyſitian , that knows 
how to apply the uſe of them to the 
reſpective J empers, and make dif- 
ferent Preſcriptions, in Conſequence 
of their variety, and courſe of 
Diet which ought to be obſerv'd. 
For Example, ſupp6ſe there is an 
occult Cancer, in a Bilious Perſon, 
where the Blood and other Fluids 
abound in Volatil Oily Salts; you 
muſt in order to hinder the Increaſe 
thereof, take it for a Maxim, that 
tis proper, beſides other 1nward 
Remedies, fit for the occaſion, to 
preſcribe a courſe of Diet, which 
in ſome meaſure tends to give a 


Fluids, 
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Fluids, which otherwife, in the 
Operation of their Agility would 
be diſpos'd to cauſe a ready growth 
of the Cancerous Maſs. 

But we muſt not entertain the 
ſame Notion of the Matter, when 
we are about to Palliate a Cancer, 
in a Perſon that is of a Melancholy 
Conſtitution, where the Blood and 


other Juices, are ſtamp'd with an 


Acid : Then the occult Cancer In- 
creaſes more ſlowly, and great care 
ought to be taken of the Diet, and 
not to Preſcribe any Remedies tend- 
ing to give too much Volatilneſs to 
the Blood, which thereby would be 
inclin'd by breaking the Covering 
of the Cancer, to cauſea ſooner In- 
creaſe, than if the other Bluids had 
been let alone, in the.moderateRepoſe 
procurꝭd them by their Acid Salts. 
We may Argue upon the ſame 
Principles, in reſpect to other Con- 
ſtitutions, as to the Nature of the 
Blood, Spirits, and other Liquors. 
But its not enough to diſtinguiſh 
the Conſtitution of the Patient, 125 
| mu 
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muſt alſo obſerve what their Mala- 
dies are, aud whether any Ferments 


remain therein: The Climate alſo, - 


and Ages of Perſons, with their 
Courſe of Living, muſt be diſtin» 
guiſh'd, that ſo according to the 
Exigencies of things, you may pro- 
portion Remedies and Regulations, 
which muſt ſtill be varied according 
to the Changes of the Seaſons, 
wherein the Blood and Fluids re- 
ceive different Alterations, capable 
to make the occult Cancer more or 
leſs to grow. 

The uſe of theſe Rules ought to 
be refer'd to internal and external 
Cancers, in a certain degree of In- 
creaſing, in order to hinder, or 
rather to retard the Tranſmutation 
of the parts that are Contiguous to 
the Cancer, into the ſame Cancerous 
Subſtance. 

If the Cancer happens in the ex- 
ternal parts, as the Breaſt, ſome 
Relief may be had from Topical 
Remedies: But the Application 
of them does ſuppoſe a great deal of 

Knows 
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Knowledge in theſe forts of Mala- 
dies, in order to determin, with a 
due regard to different Circumſtan- 
ces, the choice that ought to be 
made of them, and to act variouſly 
in applying Remedies purſuant to 
the Experiments we have Commu- 
nicated, or acquir'd by long Practiſe, 
ſupported by the Reflections which 
true Phyſitians ought always to make 


upon the Caſe. 


We are to take it for a general 
Rule, That when external Cancers 
cauſe pricking Pains, or ſuch as are 


attended with Itching, *tis 
ſo far as its poſſible, ro ma 


roper 
e the 


{ame ceaſe, for fear leaſt the Blood 
and Spirits, by the continuance of 
it, ſhould incline to run more 
plentifully into the Cancerous part, 
and ſo increaſe the fame, where- 
by to introduce ſuch Incidents 
therein as might cauſe an Ulceration. 

The Topical Remedies proper 
for this occaſion, are particularly 
thoſe which are Compounded of the 
Herb Solanum lethale, My late Un- 


cle 
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de Gendron Recommended this 
Plant, as an excellent Remedy for the 
Palliation of occult Cancers. Per- 
ceval Willonghby made uſe of it alſo 
upon the ſame occaſion, and kept it 
as a great Secret. I have ſometimes 
added the different Preparations of 
the Juice of this Plant, ſome Sal Sa- 
turni, yet with diſcretion, and in a 
Doſe proportionable to the different 
ſtates of Cancers. 

When the Pain ceaſes, its not 
per to continue the Solanum let hale, 
or Night -ſhade, and Sal Saturni long, 
we being taught by Experience, that 
the long continuance of theſe Reme- 
dies, would be as much a prejudice 
ro theſe Maladies , as they were at 
certain times capable to produce 
good effects therein. 

The little Bags of my late Uncle, 


which are ſo proper for retarding 


the Increaſe of Ulcers, more parti- 
cularly are good for the Cancerous 
hardneſs of the Breaſt, where, by ap- 
plying them, they Operate an even 


Tranquility in the Liquors, which 


Water 
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Water the Cancerous Maſs. They 
have been Prepar'd ſince his time 
of ſome grey porous Stones Calcin'd, 
which are found in ſome parts of 
the Beauſſe; they afterwards put 
them into Vinegar, and by divers 
waſhings ſeparate the lixivious Salts 
from them. But I think I have ver 

much increas'd the Virtue of chef. 


Bags, by putting ſpme Metallick 


Sulphur of Copper , Lead, or the 
like thereto : From ſuch a Compoſi- 
tion does ariſe an excellent Remedy 
for Palliating all ſorts of Cancers 
open or unopen. | | 

Ats neceſſary in cloſing this Arti- 
cle, to obſerve the exactneſs of the 
Rule which the beſt Practioners 
give in managing Cancers, when 
they forbid any Oil, Greaſe, or 
Plaiſters Compos d of hot and pene- 
trating Gums, to be uſed in Can- 
cerous Tumours. They have learn'd 


by a long train of Experiences, that 
ſuch ſorts of Applications have 
caus d Pains; and in ſhort, they 


Promoted the Ulceration of theſe 
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Maladies. The Ancients have given 


a Reaſon for applying them, and 
ſaid, that ſuch Remedies heated the 
Atrabilous Adult Humour, and gave 
it more Acrimony and Operation. 
The Moderns cages cheir Expli- 
cation better, by alledging that the 
Sulphurous Alcaline parts of theſe Re- 
medies, cauſed Fermentations, by pe- 
netrating into the Tumour,and awak- 
ning the Cancerorh drow! y Humours 
therein, and ſo help'd them to free 
themſelves, to Riſe and Act according 
to their Specifick Characters, which 
according to their Notions, being of a 


Corroſive Acid Nature, ſtir'd up the 


Pains, and afterwards caus'dan Ulce- 


ration. 


But for a more full Explication of 
this Matter, we muſt obſerve, that 
what I call a Cancer is of the Eſſence 
of a Transform'd Body, liable to in- 
creaſe in bulk, by a particular ſolid 
Structure, which makes it to be ſuch, 
andby the growth thereof, the Pains 
and Ulceration neceſſarily Sncceed. 

Thence it will follow, that you'll 

G eaſily 
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eaſily comprehend , that all Reme- , 
dies capable to animate the Blood and 
Spirits, would facilitate the Inſinuati- 
on of nutritive Juices into the Maſs of 
the Cancer, and ſo cauſe a faſter In- 
creaſe, and that in conſequence hereof, 
and a Compreſſion upon the Nerves, 
the pains would be more ſharp, and 
at laſt an Ulceration ſo much the 
more eafily Succeed, by how much 
the Skin is ſoſtned by applying Oils 
and Plaiſters thereunto, __ that the 
Blood whichcauſe the lividity of Can- 
cers, by the Operation of ſuch Reme- 
dies, receives ſuch alterations as are 
neceſſarily conjoin'd to the breaking 
and Ulcerating of Cancers, as I have 
before explained it. 


Of the Palliating of Cancers in their 
Ukeration, | 


If it ſome times happens that the 
hardneſs of an occult Cancer, Natural- 
ty or by the help of Art, fixes it felf in 
a permanent State, its no leſs true than 
common, that in ſpighr of all the Care 
and Skill ofthe Phyfitian,this Malad 5 
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with more or leſs ſlowneſs increaſes, 


Vuuhich in the ſucceſſive Circumſtances 


of its progreſs neceſſarily occaſions the 
Ulceration thereof. 
Let us ſee what we ought to do in 
the Palliating of an Ulcerated occult 
Cancer, in order to prevent as much as 
may be, the Malady from paſſing ſud- 
denly from a ſimple and ſuperficial 
Ulceration to a Ulcer,witharun- 
ning of a reddiſh fterous Humour, a 
Cadaverous ſtench, hard and hanging 
fides, and ſpongy tops; and laſtly, in 
ſome meaſure to alleviate the pai 
put a ftop to all the cruel and ſucoced- 
Accidents conjoin'd ro Cancers. 
Its neceſſary here again to put in 
iſe the general Rule we have 


given for the Palliating of occult Can- 


cers before they Ulcerate: Nay alſo tis 
requiſite to mind well the Ulcerated 
part, that ſo ſuch Remedies may be 
us'd, that ſhall produce effects more 
or leſs advantageous, according to 
the exactneſs of the choiſe and the Ap- 
plication made thereunto. 
Its of much Conſequence herein ſor 
G 2 Per- 
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Perſons to be diſpoſeſs'd of the pre- 
judice of their minds, as to the Exiſtence 
of that Corroſive Acid compar'd to A. 
wa-fortis or Arſenic, for fear they 
hould be perſwaded that all the Se- 
cret of Palliation conſiſts in the uſe of 
Specifick Abſor ptions for this ſuppos'd 
Acid, which is ſo far from ſtopping 
the puppet of this Malady, that tis 
the cauſe of irritating it. 

You ought to Remember, I do not 
refer the Incurableneſs of the Ulcers 
of occult Cancers, to the inſuperable 
Character or Nature of this ſuppoſed 
Acid, and that I have faid elſc where, 
that the impoſſibility of Curing them 
depends upon Circumſtances that are 
conjoin'd to the Structure and Increaſe 


of the Cancerous Subſtance, and that 


if ſuch Ulcers cannot be brought into 
Scars, that happens by the little Cor- 
reſpondence there is between the Fi- 
bres of the Skin, in order to join and 
unite them to thoſe inthe Mais now 
Tranſtorm'd, which ought to be con- 
fider'd as a Matter out of its place, and 
where Nature does not concur with 
the Phyſitian. There 


( 125 ) 
There is nothing remaining upon 


this occaſion, hut to retard the Progress 


of theſe Ulcers, and alleviate the pains, 
and this cannot be done but by obſerv- 
ing the ſucceſſive States, more or leſs, 
of the hardneſs of the Cancerous Maſs, 
in reſpect to the different Changes that 

befal the Ulcerated Part. 
Tis by theſe Obſervations the Phy- 
ſitian will come to know, that when 
the bottom of the Ulcer is dry'd too 
much, and leſs reddiſh ſerous Humours 
run therefrom, that then the Pains be- 
come more ſharp and frequent, the 
Maſs of the Cancer ſwells, and that 
part next the Ulcer will be more in- 
flam'd, & conſequently more diſpogd 
to receive ſuch alterations as cauſe the 
Increaſe of the Ulcer. 1 
It will be proper then to apply a 
Lint Poltis, moiſtned with a Compoſi- 
tion made of the purif?d Juices of 
Plantane, Morel, Night-ſhade, and 
Hony, the whole being reduc'd to a 
thick Conſiſtence. This Remedy will 
do good, but it muſt not be long con- 
tinu'd, for fear you ſoften the ends of 
G 3 the 
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confequently make them more liable 
to Alterations which ought to be 
avoided. 

From this Remedy we paſs to the 
following Water to waſh the Ulcer 
withal, and to moiſten the Poltis; Its 
made of wild Purſlane, Plantane, 
Morrell, the Leaves of Night-ſhade, 
the Whites of Eggs, Hony, White 
Vitriol, and the Juice of pounded 
Craw-fiſh, the whole muſt be Diſtil- 
led in Balnea Marie, and the Doſes 
ought to differ according to the ſtate 
of the Ulcer. 

This Water ſometimes produces ef- 
fects that afford much relief to the Pa- 
tients in eaſing their pains, but as the 
bottom of the Ulcer may not be too 
much ſoftned by ſuch a moiſtning too 
long continued; you muſt carefully ob- 
ſerve, if there is any likelihood of that 
Change; and then it will he proper to 
uſe ſome: Waters Diſtilled of Plantane; 
wherein you have diſſolved alietle 44. 
dis Mirabilis, and ſuch a Doſe thereof 


as is proportionable to the Circumſtan - 
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the Ulcerated' Fibres too much, and 


„ 
ces conjoyn'd to the ſtate of the Ulcer: 
In the mean time care muſt be had 


that you do not dry its bottom up too 
much by theſe Waters; and therefore 


tis good while you apply them ſome- 
times to make uſe of the Mineral Mum- 


my of Poterias with a little Myrrhe; let 
the Ulcer be ſprinkled therewith, and 
cover it afterwards with a Linnen 
Cloth prepar'd with Oil of Olive and 
Litharge to keep the ſore place from 


the impreſſions of the Air upon it,” 


It's convenient to obſerve here in 
reſpect to the running of Blood from 
the Ulcerated place, you muſt carry 
your ſelf variouſly according to the 
Conſtitution of the Patients, and the 
Quantity of Blood that is loſt: This 


running in a perſon of a Sanguine Na- 


ture, and at a time when the Courſes 
are ceaſed, ſometimes brings muelyeaſe 
to the Patient, and cauſes the pains to 
ceaſe; but if the ſame be violent, and 
befal one that is of a weak Conſtixu- 
tion, 'tis very prejudicial, and inelines 


the Ulcerared part to putrify; ſo chat 
inthis caſe tis good to ſtop its running 


with! 


X 
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with ſtiptick Waters, which muſt be in 
ſuch proportion as neceſſity does re- 
quire. | 

If it has ſpungy Fleſh, the ſame 
mult beconſumed with Powder of Ar- 
ſenick, or fixed Realgal, according to 
Parcelſas;but it would be proper to di- 
ſtinguiſn theſe protuberances from 
thoſe that are really Cancerous;for tho? 
this Excreſcent Fleſh many times ap- 
pears there ſo as to frighten a Man, yet 
tis eaſy to conſume it, without making 
that which I call the Cancer more 
curable thereby. 

Such Succeſſes as this have made 
ſome often cry Victory, when they 
have indiſcreetly gone about to Cure 
Cancers; but time has humbled the 
ignorant Promoters, and the Patients 


came to know, tho? too late, that the 
Cure of the Maladies, which the Ma- 


| ers of the Art have held to be incura- 


ble, has not been laid up in reſerve for 
them, whoſe only Talent is to have the 
Art many times to perſuade the Cre- 
dulous and themſelves too, that they 


It 
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It happens as open Cancers do in- 
creaſe, that this Ulcer many times pe- 
netrates deep into the Cancerous Maſs, 
and that then it will be found to in- 
cline quickly to putrify, or has already 
ſome places changed therein. 

Our Buſineſs upon this occaſion is 
readily to ſtop the increaſe thereof, and 
to prevent the diſorders which ſuch 
putrefactions tranſmit into the Maſs of 
Blood, and other fluids. 

In this Caſe Aqua Phagedenicais very 
ulſeful, and many times it will he pro- 


per to mix a little myrrh and Albes 


there with, you muſt then when the pu- 
trified part is looſned, allay the Ag 


Phagedenica with a mixture of Water 


Diſtilled from Honey, to which you 
may add a little Balm of Sahem: But you 
muſt not continue it long, and it will be 
proper to uſe this Water alternatively 
for Two days, and one day to powder 
it with the powder aforementioned. 
It's eaſy to comprehend from the 
Neceſſity of the frequent Change of 
Remedies, and the rejecting of thoſe 
which ceaſe to do well, that ſucceſs in 


a pal- 


vi 
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a palliated Cure depends upon much 
application to know the time whea it 


will be proper to change the Remedies. 


The Ancients have acknowledged 
before me, That the lengthning of Peo- 
ples lives in ſuch Maladies, did conſiſt 
in an alternative choice of Remedies 


fit for this Palliation, and they have 


urged the Neceſlity of this change by 
ſaying, That the Diſtemper could be 
uſed to the ſame Remedies , and that 


the continuance of them would be- - 


come uſeleſs , if not dangerous. 
This Explication of theirs ſeems a 
little extravagant to thoſe who are ac- 
vainted with Mechanical Laws for 
the preſervation and diſordering of 
Man's Health: and therefore we may 
beallowed to fay, That if thoſe Reme- 
dies, Which at firſt have produced 


good effects, ceaſe to operate and be- 
come even da 


ous, that this is 
brought about by the alterations that 


aàriſe in the Operation of the Remedies, 
not only in reſpect to the adjacent Ali- 
liment of the Cancerous part; bur alſo 
by the impreſſions they make u 5 
whole 
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whole Maſs of the Cancer, by the diſ- 
poſitions alone the Ulcerated Fibres 
are in. | 

It follows from hence, That the ſe- 
cret of palliating Cancerous Ulcers de- 
pends leſs upon our having the Reme- 
dies for it, which Men make to be the 
myſtery, than upon the knowledge 
how to maintain the Ulcerated Fibres, 
as much as is poſſible in an equal Con- 
ſiſtence with thoſe that are the hardeſt. 

Upon this Confideration we are to 
call to mind, That as by a too long con- 
tinuance of a diſſolving moiſtning Re- 
medy, the bottom of the Ulcer ſoftens 


too much, and that confequently it is 


liable to alterations, effectec᷑ therein by 
putrefaction, it happens alſo at the ſame 
time, that when drying Remedies are 
too long continued, the Ulcerated Fi- 
bres dry up, the reddiſh ſerous humour 
ceaſes, and by this Ceſſation, the Maſs 
of the Cancer ſwells up, and the pains 
grow more acute than before. 

This {mall Treatiſe would ſwell too 
much, if I were to give here a Deſcrip- 
tion of all the * Remedies, 

which 
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which a long Train of Expences have |} 
found to be uſeful for this purpoſe: It's ' 
enough for me in having explain'd 
my ſelf concerning the Notions we 
ought to entertain in ſuch matters, 
with Relation to the true knowledge 
of Cancers, to believe that Phyſicians 
may find out Remedies ſuitable to 
ſuch Palliations, according to the va- 
riety of their Forms, Situations, and 
Progreſs. | 

T he Obſervations which J intend in 
time to publiſh concerning the Can» 
.cers I have treated of, ſhall be proofs 
grounded upon Experiments to autho- 
rize the particular Sentiments I have 
advanced concerning the Nature and 


Cure of theſe Maladies. 


FINIS. 


